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Cardiff City Supporters Trust (CCST), is a
formally constituted democratic and not-forprofit organisation of City fans who, like all other
Supporters Trusts, is committed to giving City
fans a voice in the decision-making process of
the Club and to strengthening the links between
the Club and the community it serves. CCST
was set up in 2008 and since then has worked
to influence the running of the club at a strategic
level as well as representing its members views.

The Trust, on a regular basis, works with the club
to resolve specific issues for members relating to
all aspects of the match day experience.
The Trust Office is located near Gate 5 and
is open on matchday. Normally, Trust Board
Members are present so there is an opportunity
for members to raise any issues they may have
or offer ideas. In any case, just call in for a chat
if you so wish.

•

Maintain a regular dialogue with the club on
behalf of our members. We meet regularly
with Club representatives to discuss current
issues and, prior to these meetings, we invite
members to submit questions or issues that
they may need resolution. Such issues may
range from those of a high level nature to
those relating to the match day experience.

•

Through its umbrella body the Football
Supporters Association (FSA), CCST
seeks to influence the approach taken
by the Football Authorities on issues of a
national and international nature. The recent
controversy regarding the formation of a
European Super League is one where the
Trust was able to feedback views.

•

On a regular basis the Trust Chair will meet
with the Senior Management of the club to
discuss issues of a strategic nature. Issues
dealt with at such meetings may relate to
governance, finance (e.g. annual accounts,
conversion of debt to equity), and matters
that cannot be resolved at lower levels of
consultation.

•

CCST gives financial support to benefit the
community and other appropriate good
causes. Each year we invite members to
nominate a local charity to support and
then raise funds for it accordingly by such
methods as arranging a quiz night and
organising match day bucket collections in
conjunction with the club.

•

CCST, like all Supporters Trusts, places great
emphasis on the bond between the club, its
supporters and, importantly, the community.
Encouraging a positive image for the club in
all local communities and helping overturn
negative attitudes and prejudice towards it is
an important aspect of Trust objectives.

•

We produce a free magazine for members
covering a wide variety of football issues
from those of a nostalgic nature to those of
national significance.

•

Our aim is to achieve supporter
representation on the board of Cardiff City
FC.

•

CCST maintains a shareholding in Cardiff
City FC on behalf of its members. This
ensures representation at shareholder and
other extraordinary meetings to allow a
voice for the views of CCST members.

S

ince our last magazine It has
been a tumultuous summer with
a very public row with the club, a
successful registration with the Financial
Conduct Authority and an opportunity
to have our first AGM since lockdown.
A new season has started and, despite
the unpleasantries heaped upon us by
the club, relations have been restored
and contact at operational and senior
management levels continue in a cordial
and co-operative manner.
The AGM was well attended and, after
the formal necessities of an AGM, a lively
question and answer session with Chris
Wathan of BBC Wales Sport and Tom
Coleman of Wales Online rounded off the
evening very enjoyably. The AGM afforded the
appointment of new members to the Trust
Board so I look forward to working with them
now that the new season has started.

E

rs y cylchgrawn diwethaf, mae wedi
bod yn haf cythryblus gyda ffrae
gyhoeddus rhyngon ni a’r clwb, ein
llwyddiant i gofrestru gyda’r Awdurdod
Ymddygiad Ariannol a chyfle o’r diwedd i
gynnal ein cyfarfod cyffredinol cyntaf ers
y clo mawr. Daeth y tymor newydd ac er
yr annifyrrwch gyda’r clwb, ryn ni wedi
ail-gynnal y berthynas ac mae’r rheolwyr
uwch yn parhau i ymateb mewn ffordd
wresog a chydweithredol.
Roedd nifer o bobol yn y cyfarfod
blynyddol ac, yn dilyn y stwff angenrheidiol,
diweddwyd y noson gyda sesiwn cwestiwn
ac ateb bywiog gyda Chris Wathan o Adran
Chwaraeon BBC Cymru a Tom Coleman o
Wales Online. Roedd y cyfarfod yn gyfle hefyd
i apwyntio aelodau newydd i’r bwrdd ac rwy’n
edrych ymlaen at gydweithio gyda nhw nawr
bod y tymor newydd wedi dechrau.

It has certainly been an interesting summer in
terms of recruitment to the Cardiff City team
and off the pitch significant developments in
the governance of the game are expected.
Both these subjects are explored in this
edition of our magazine. One significant issue
we await resolution of is the CAS proceedings
in relation to the Emiliano Sala transfer.

Yn sicr, mae wedi bod yn haf diddorol o
safbwynt recriwtio i dîm Caerdydd ac oddi
ar y cae ryn ni’n disgwyl datblygiadau
arwyddocaol o ran llywodraethiant y gêm.
Bydd y ddau fater yma yn derbyn sylw yn ein
cylchgrawn nesaf. Mae un mater pwysig arall
sy angen dirwyn i ben sef y trafodion gan Lys
Cymodi Chwaraeon ynghylch trosglwyddiad
Emiliano Sala.

A new season is now underway and I look
forward with my customary optimism to great
things on the pitch. Please enjoy this latest
edition of the magazine and, if you feel that
you would like to contribute an article for a
future edition do not hesitate to contact me.

Mae tymor newydd wedi dechrau ac
rwy’n edrych ymlaen, yn ôl fy arfer, at weld
pethau mawr ar y cae. Mwynhewch y rhifyn
diweddaraf yma o’r cylchgrawn, ac os ych
chi eisiau cyfrannu erthygl y tro nesaf, yna
cysylltwch â ni.
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Peruvian fOOtball and the Kiteflyers
Trust Member Dai Thomas recounts a story of chaotic
expatriate football in Peru...

W

herever the British went in
Victorian times, and that was
one hell of a lot of places,
they followed a well-trodden
path. First, trade with the locals (or, if they
wouldn’t trade, shoot them) then set up a
consulate, and finally teach them how to
play team sports. Once this was done, the
Victorians then went about forming teams
and clubs, or sometimes clubs then teams.
Either way, clubs became an integral part
of ex-pat life where sports could take place
outside, games inside, and heavy drinking
wherever there was space for a table.
Throughout the football stronghold of South
America, it is English terms which were used
for the founding teams. In Argentina, Newell’s
Old Boys were named after a British school of
the same title although they’re better known
today for producing a certain Lionel Messi.
Corinthians in Brazil were founded by 5 railway
workers with links to their old team of the
same name in London. Everton, a top team
in Chile, were named after their better-known
namesakes from Liverpool who had completed
a tour there in 1909. The Bolivians and
Columbians preferred to adopt English mottos
rather than club titles and have teams named
Always Ready, Destroyers and The Strongest
– although recent results would suggest they
might soon be looking for a different brand!
There was also a Peruvian team from
Huancayo who were known as the ‘Wankas’
but I think this was more to do with their
league position than any attempt to use
English terms.
In 1982 I arrived in Peru to take up a teaching
post at Markham College, a school set up
in the 1950s to provide a British education
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by Dai thOmas
for expatriate boys. My first night was spent
with the other newly arrived staff at the Lima
Cricket and Football Club. Luckily, there was
someone at the bar who could speak Spanish
and help me to order the first round. Duncan
was from the UK – and he was also not only
from Wales but also from Cardiff. Bloody hell,
6,000 miles and 16 hours travelling to meet
someone who’d lived 2 miles away from me for
most of my life. We had more in common. He’d
played football for and captained Whitchurch
High School while I’d played for Fitzalan. We
were both City fans. You couldn’t make it up!
Duncan modelled himself on Don Murray, I
saw myself as a tough-tackling Gary Bell. He
was a teacher at the British girls’ school in
Lima, my new job was at the boys’ equivalent.
Finally, I took the drinks to my colleagues and
introduced him to the newbies.
His first announcement concerned a local
expat football team who were based at this
club and looking for new players. Training was
arranged for Wednesday nights on probably
one of the best grass pitches in Peru. As time
went by, I came to realise that grass pitches
were the exception not the rule in Peru. Lots
of teams played on pitches which had some
grass on them but the amount varied greatly
- from dried mud, through mostly mud with
a few tufts of savannah grass, to mostly grass
of a reasonable quality with bare patches in
the goalmouths. But all grass and no mud?
Luxury. The team played friendlies against
local Peruvian sides with the highlight of
the season being participation in the Lima
international communities’ competition, called
the Diplomatic Tournament. We represented

“Kick off was delayed because a dead pig had been spotted in
the corner of the pitch.”

Great Britain but the team was known as the
Kiteflyers. How delightful, I thought. Why?
The previous year they had scraped together
enough players to put a side out and
began training for the inaugural Diplomatic
Tournament. A couple of local Peruvian
footballers stopped to watch the session and
started chuckling, they weren’t impressed.
Now, Spanish doesn’t have the benefit of crude
Anglo-Saxon words and curses to describe
hopeless footballers so it uses euphemisms.
Cometaro means a person who flies a kite.
The action of flying a kite brings us back to
the football team in Huancayo. Our Peruvian
friends were calling out “Kiteflyers” to describe
our ability but the boys thought it was a
suggestion to take up another leisure activity!
Laughs all round, then an agreement that
the team should henceforth be called Los
Cometaros - The Kiteflyers.
At the 1982 tournament, the overseas

“Overseas communities
in Lima had provided 13
teams, together with two
Peruvian sides.”
communities in Lima had provided 13 teams,
together with two Peruvian sides from the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Andean
Pact offices (a sort of South American EU).
The matches were to be played at the Surquillo
Stadium, a run-down arena flanked by the
foothills of the majestic Andes to the east and a
group of car exhaust recyclers to the west. The
15 entrants were split into 3 groups of 5 teams
which lined up for an inauguration ceremony
that was broadcast on national television.
As the cameras panned across the lines of
teams, all standing proudly in their national
kit, I was filmed with my hand down my
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“The referee blew the final whistle five minutes early,
with a beaming smile and a ‘job-well-done’ wave to the TV
cameras.”
shorts, adjusting my meat and two veg - doing
nothing to refute the accusation of us being
cometaros. The cameras continue to roll as the
mayor of Surquillo welcomed everyone to the
tournament which he felt sure would be played
in the very best spirit of friendly competition
and international understanding. With these
words ringing in their ears, the first match
kicked off between the players from the office
of Foreign Affairs and the Italian community.
Within 5 minutes the game had descended
into a mass brawl and 3 players were sent off.
The cameras quickly panned away from the
melee and onto the crowd where the mayor
sat with his hands over his face.

contacts; then, when one side scores, they give
everything to the other team until they draw
level then slow the game down and try to finish
with a draw. Being a goal up after 5 minutes
meant a long time playing against 12 men, and
so it proved, but we hung on for the win.
The next match was against Argentina, which
had the potential to be a very explosive affair
due to it coming only 3 months after the end
of the Falklands War. The Peruvian press
reported that it was the first time since the end
of hostilities that the two countries had played
each other in any sport, at any level, anywhere

“Five minutes in, Roy
‘Bullethead’ Buck glanced
a header in from a nearpost cross.”

Our game had not yet started, Grand Bretana
against Russia. There was a delay because a
dead pig had been spotted in the corner of the
pitch. A little knot of players around the corpse
were refusing to touch it, rigor mortis had set
in and the pig was stiff as a board, bloated,
with its legs sticking up in the air. The rest of
the players plus the supporters, officials and
newly arrived TV crew congregated around
the beast but no-one was prepared to touch
it. Eventually, someone pushed it with his
foot and the pig moved a little. Someone else
kicked it and it moved a bit more. Gradually,
as more and more players kicked the body it
jerked unceremoniously along the ground and
over the line. Cheers from the supporters, the
TV crew and even the officials, and the players
went back onto the pitch to line up for kick off.

in the world. Maybe that was true. What was
noticeable was the tense atmosphere during
the match and the mutual respect felt by the
players towards each other. A 1-1 draw was
probably the best outcome for all concerned,
especially the referee who blew the final
whistle, five minutes early, with a beaming
smile and a ‘job-well-done’ wave to the TV
cameras.

Five minutes into the game our centre forward,
Roy ‘Bullethead’ Buck glanced a header in
from a near-post cross. 1-0 to the Kiteflyers,
an early lead. Now, in this tournament, the
Peruvian referees appeared to have a very
simple modus operandi - give all the decisions
to whichever team has the most influential

The rest of our games in the group stage
against Brazil and the Andean Pact were
completed without major incident. There were
plenty of minor incidents such as sendings-off,
arguments and disputed goals but nothing
which warranted diplomatic intervention. So
the TV companies gradually lost interest and
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stopped broadcasting our games. Which was
a pity, because we went through as group
winners, with Germany waiting for us in the
semi-finals.

or sing a song and they’ll impress everyone
around, however, organising a football
tournament did not appear to be one of their
strengths.

Like most of the international teams in the
competition, the German side were made up
of mostly German nationals working in Peru,
plus a couple of Peruvian players who worked
alongside them. Likewise, the Kiteflyers
included a famous Peruvian poet who taught
literature at the British Girls’ school and had
the best left foot in Lima. Also, a recent pupil
who pleaded with us to play because he
wanted to learn English – and happened to be
a great midfielder.

Another meeting was hastily arranged by the
organisers to sort out the mess, which our
Spanish-speaking representatives couldn’t
attend due to work commitments. So, only two
of the teams’ secretaries turned up, lots were
drawn (supposedly) and we were eliminated
from the final. The match was to be between
the Peruvian Ministry for Foreign Affairs and
Chile – a great local derby which rekindled the
interest of the TV companies and delighted
everyone apart from us, the British team, the
Kiteflyers. Maybe our nickname
had something to do with it?

The semi-final was the Kiteflyers’ greatest
moment in their short history. Against a
capable German team with a mixture of
Teutonic muscle and Latin flair, we matched
them in every department and ran out 2-1
winners. The celebration lasted late into
the night with a heady mixture of Peruvian
cocktails, ‘Pisco sours’, and local Cuzcena beer.
As this was 1982, some of us also smoked
a few imported cigarettes, a couple of local
cigars and anything else we could get our
hands on. Life and foreign football were
wonderful.
However, the next day our world came
crashing down. The organisers had invited the
winners and runners up to play in three semi
finals. We’d won our match but so had two
other sides. Our secretary, who attended all the
organisers’ meetings and had a fine command
of Spanish, had already pointed out that these
numbers wouldn’t produce a final two, but was
assured that the committee had planned for
every eventuality. They hadn’t. The Peruvians
are wonderful people with a rich history and
many talents. Ask any Peruvian to cook a fish

Sensing a diplomatic rumpus
and presumably being
aware of Britain’s recent
performance in the
Falklands, an old
trophy was found
and presented to
us. It was the ‘Inca
Cola Cup’, a two-foothigh piece of tin which
held 12 pints of liquid (as we
found out later). Being aware that
we were still disgruntled, they then
came up with a set of medals and
threw in some Peru ribbons to hang
them on. Trying to help smooth
things over, the British Embassy
added a certificate of achievement
for every player and we finally
conceded defeat. It was the only
loss we suffered that season.
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cardiff city – the great reset
Trust Member and blogger Paul Evans on all things
Cardiff City Paul Evans muses on the big changes to the
team squad.

O

ver the past two seasons, Neil
Harris and Steve Morison, former
colleagues at Millwall (the
Championship club I’d say has
most matched Cardiff City’s approach to
the game in recent years), tried to change
how City played.
Both of them attempted to move away from
the physical, direct and set piece orientated
approach that Cardiff used pretty much
continuously for a decade under various
managers, starting with Malky Mackay.
A personal view is that Harris’ attempt to
change was a half hearted one which he
never really committed fully to and, when
his job came under threat as City started
heading towards the wrong end of the table
in the autumn of 2020, it was abandoned as
the players were told to revert to an approach
they were more familiar with and better suited
to.
There was a short upturn in results, but by
the New Year, the team were on a run of six
straight losses in all competitions and Harris
was relieved of his duties with Mick McCarthy
coming in. McCarthy opted to double down
on the “basic” tactics to improve things to the
extent that a Play off place seemed possible
for a while before things fell away after he
signed a two year contract with the club.
The decline continued into the new season
culminating in a club record breaking run
of eight straight losses before the inevitable
sacking of the experienced McCarthy.
When Under 23 team boss Steve Morison
was given the manager’s job on a temporary
basis at first, there was speculation as to how
much the team, and the method of playing,
would change. Morison’s youngsters played
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in a completely different way
to the first team and were on
their way to winning their first
eleven matches of the season
while playing in a far more modern,
progressive passing style than their first team
counterparts.
Morison’s first team selection for a bizarre
match at Stoke, which saw City score three
times in five minutes to rescue a draw after
being 3-0 down, had Rubin Colwill and Keiron
Evans in the starting line up and Joel Bagan,
Eli King, Mark Harris and Isaak Davies on the
bench. All but King out of those four would
get regular starts and sub appearances in the
coming weeks – young striker Chanka Zimba
was also given a debut at Preston.
There is no doubt that City tried to pass it
more in Morison’s first few games in charge,
but although results improved (they had to
from such a low start point!), they didn’t do so
to the extent that City started to climb clear of
the relegation battle.
Eventually, following a 3-2 loss at Ashton
Gate in a derby against Bristol City, Morison,
like Harris before him, decided that he had
to “go back to basics” given the nucleus of
senior players at the club. Two physical target
man type centre forwards were brought in
during what was generally reckoned to be a
good January transfer window - there was
also an infusion of younger legs in midfield
and wing back to address the lack of mobility
and pace in the squad.
Once again, a reversion to what had become
normal Cardiff tactics had the required

effect and, although a finishing position of
eighteenth was nothing at all to celebrate, it
was mitigated to a degree by the fact that the
team’s improvement through February and
early March meant that relegation had been
comfortably avoided.

Many of the now ex City players were the
ones who were unable to adapt to new ideas
forcing the return to what they knew best
by Messrs Harris and Morison. However, the
latter was, seemingly, seizing the opportunity
for root and branch change he’d been given.

With many of the “old guard” reaching the
end of their contracts in the summer, the
opportunity was there for a radical overhaul
of both team and tactics during the transfer
window. Certainly, Steve Morison talked a
good game about his plans for said window,
but I for one was a bit cynical about what
would happen – after all, he’d already reverted
to the tried and tested Cardiff approach once
when under pressure.

I suppose there was the possibility that
another long ball, physical team could have
been built on the smaller budget available
to Morison, but, as the new players came in
almost on a weekly basis, it was clear that,
for better or worse (definitely for the better on
the style front, but, at the moment, the jury is
out when it comes to results), Steve Morison
was telling the truth when he used to speak
towards the end of last season about how
radical the overhaul would be .

Well, I was certainly proved wrong! The clues
were there when the club retained list was
finally announced in mid June I think it was.
Although it became clear the club wanted Joe
Ralls to sign a new contract (he eventually
did for another two years). There was an
arrangement with ACL injury victim Sean
Morison that he could stay at the club while
he continues with his recovery (it’s not really
clear what happens then). All of the rest of
those whose deals had run out, many of them
regular first team picks over the previous two
or three seasons, were released.

Of the fifteen signings, Jamilu Collins has,
sadly, become the club’s latest ACL victim
after making a very positive start which had
the manager proclaiming him the best left
back in the Championship. Ebou Adams
sustained a shoulder injury after only playing
five minutes in the first pre season match
with Cambridge United and it’s been said
that Romaine Sawyers was the signing that
convinced doubters that Morison and Cardiff
were serious about their apparent change of
tack.
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“We look there for the taking when defending set pieces and
have very little to offer from attacking free kicks and corners...”
So, what’s it’s been like so far? Very much
a mixed bag I’d say. As I write this, we’ve
beaten Norwich 1-0 in an opening day game
which was compelling despite there being
barely any meaningful goalmouth action and
Birmingham by the same score in a game we
could and should have won by three or four to
make a reassuringly solid start at Cardiff City
Stadium. However, away form is a concern
with a 2-1 loss at Reading which doesn’t seem
as bad a result now as it did at the time, a
good goalless draw at West Brom and a limp
derby day 2-0 defeat at Bristol City.
The extent to which our style of play and
type of player we have has changed can be
gauged by the fact that, even if there was a
desire to revert to the old ways by Morison
after defeat at Bristol in the same way
there was last season, it would have been a
disastrous move doomed to failure. Barring
an influx of, say, five or six more rugged, big
newcomers in the last week of the window,
we just don’t have the personnel to play like
we used to.
Nowadays, we have a goalkeeper who looks
more skilful with the ball at his feet than some
we had playing in our midfield last season
and this means we often take what look like
terrible risks in our determination to play out
from the back, but, when we get it right, it’s so
much more enjoyable to watch than it used
to be.
There are down sides, we look there for the
taking sometimes when defending set pieces
and have very little to offer from attacking free
kicks and corners these days.
The clear elephant in the room though is
that, if you add in the League Cup tie with
Portsmouth when we made ten changes,
we’ve only scored three goals in six matches.
What looks in so many ways a much better
balanced central midfield and a good
selection of wingers are struggling to create
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chances and, when they do, our strikers miss
them.
Our first striker signing, the youthful Etete, has
now been joined by the experienced Callum
Robinson from WBA for, compared to the rest
of the summer dealings, a significant fee. We
hope that he will provide the goals that have
been noticeably absent so far”
I’m still not a diehard Steve Morison fan. For
example, there have been a few more of the
media missteps we saw last season, I thought
he handled the talented Sam Bowen (now
at Newport) poorly and, although time may
prove me wrong here, I still get the feeling he
doesn’t trust Rubin Colwill enough to make
him a regular starter.
However, our manager has my full support
when it comes to what he has tried to do over
the summer and he deserves his revolution to
succeed. Let’s hope it does.

Trust member Rob Jeffery has come up with some great
questions to test your Cardiff City knowledge. A £50 prize goes
to the lucky winner. The answers are all Googleable, can be
found In reference books or you might be a good quizzer who
knows the answer off the top of your head. Anyway, make sure
you have a go and be in with a chance of the first prize...

Which City manager has the first names Robin Michael?
This international scored on debut for the City in 2007 and shares a name with the Judge in the
Lady Chatterley’s Lover Obscenity Trial – who is he?
Between 2019 and 2021 this City player and Northern Ireland International played 31 times on
loan for a team that played at the Tony Macaroni – who is he?
He scored 63 goals in 159 appearances between 2006 and 2011 and his first name is Rocky –
who is he?
Which Cardiff City player shares a name with a Hollywood Actor who was nominated for an
Oscar playing opposite Marilyn Monroe?
Which former Cardiff City goalkeeper was nicknamed “The Flying Pig” during his spell at
Bristol Rovers?
This international ‘keeper has a name that contains 10 vowels and 14 consonants and played 6
games on loan for us in 2008-09 – who is he?
The last time The Stones played Ninian Park was New Year’s Day 1992 and those of us who were
there have never forgotten it – please explain.
Which future Cardiff City player played for Leeds United in our famous 2002 FA Cup victory?
He shares a name with one of the Trumpton Firemen and left the Cardiff City coaching staff in
May 2022 – who is he?
To be in with a chance of winning the prize, members should email answers to members@
ccfctrust.org or post them to CCST, PO Box 4254, Cardiff CF14 8FD. The winner will be
chosen by drawing lots.

THE SPIRIT OF
QUALIFICATION
In common with much which has surrounded
Welsh football down the years, qualification
for the 1958 finals in Sweden, was not a
straightforward affair.
Israel played their games in the Asian group
but other teams refused to play them due to
the political situation in the Middle East.
Egypt, Sudan and others withdrew, leaving
Israel as stand-alone qualifiers. As the world
governing body FIFA would not allow a team
to qualify without actually playing a game, a
play off was therefore arranged with one of the
runners-up from another group.
Uruguay and Italy refused to go along with this
and so names were put into a hat.
Belgium came out first but they also declined,
leaving Wales as the next side drawn out.
Wales accepted and so it would be Wales v
Israel over two legs with the winner set for
Sweden 58.
The first leg of the play-off brought a 2-0 victory
for the Welsh in Tel Aviv leaving just the home
leg at Ninian Park, home of Cardiff City.
Writing in the match programme, the President
of Cardiff City, Sir Herbert Merrett, described
the circumstances that had brought the two
nations together as “fortunate.”
“Pen Pictures” introduced the visiting Israeli
players to the crowd of 38,000 in a manner
far removed from the multi-media, digital
communications world of the modern game.
Late goals from Ivor Allchurch and Cliff Jones
clinched an emphatic 4-0 aggregate victory.
In a bitter-sweet twist of history that night,
Manchester United’s Jimmy Murphy managed
the Welsh side. He did not therefore travel to
Belgrade with the Red Devils and was not on
that plane alongside with so many of his club
colleagues perished the following day in the
Munich air crash.
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58
BY DAVID COLLINS
the TOURNAMENT
Wales were drawn in a
group alongside Mexico,
Hungary and hosts Sweden. Only 18 players
made up the Welsh squad, who were loaned
tracksuits for the tournament that had had to
be given back afterwards!
Three draws put the unfancied (and
unfashionable) Welsh into a play off with
Hungary, a tie they won 2-1 to set up a quarter
final with… Brazil.
In circumstances which would be echoed in
the 2016 Euros, the Welsh squad comprised
a number of hard working names from
unfashionable clubs and one superstar. For
Gareth Bale, insert John Charles.
It would be hard to underestimate the standing
of John Charles in 1958. Standing over 6’ tall
and weighing 14 stone, the man nicknamed
the “Gentle Giant” could play in defence and
attack.
Charles had moved from Leeds United to the
Italian Giants Juventus. He also later played for
Roma. In later years he was voted the Italian
League’s greatest ever import, ranking higher
than Michelle Platini, Rudd Guillit and even
Maradona.
My 1958 programme form the Wales v Mexico
tie features tributes to leading soccer stars of
the day such as Stanley Matthews (England),
Didi (Brazil) and Charles. The great man later
made 69 appearances for Cardiff City. Time will
tell if Bale follows that path one day.

when pele bROke Our hearts
Such was the extent of Charles’ influence on
the Welsh side and his standing in the world

As many City fans
begin to plan for
Qatar, Cardiff-based
football writer and Trust
member David Collins
looks back at the events
surrounding Wales’
last appearance at the
World Cup Finals.
game, that the finest Hungarian minds of 1958
saw fit to batter and clatter the Gentle Giant at
every opportunity. Charles faced a fitness battle
if he was to make the team for the biggest
match Wales had ever – have ever even –
played.
Sadly, the battle was beyond him and he failed
to make the starting XI. Worse was to follows
as, on 73 minutes a 17 year old Pele scuffed a
weak shot past Stuart Williams in the Welsh
goal to send the Brazilians through.
Had Wales been able to able to call on the
imposing presence of Charles in the Brazilian
box, then history may have been so different.
So different.

THE LEGACY
It is incredible to think that it would be 64 years
before Wales reached the finals again. Cue
an agonising history of near misses, dubious
refereeing and penalty dramas.
As I say though, the football landscape of
1958 was quite different from the instant world
of social media where 2022 Vision brings
every highlight to our phones and devices
in an instant. The Soviet Union took part in
the finals, alongside former Yugoslavia and
Czechoslovakia. That would be around 20
different teams these days.
That 1958 match programme features adverts
for cigarettes, record players and grainy looking
TV sets. 80-odd pages of Swedish text with
black & white images of stadia “inaugurated”
(“Invigdes”) some 10 or 20 years earlier, not the
purpose built stadia we can expect in Qatar.
Nostalgia has created a romantic image of the

Spirit of 58. It is true that the achievements of
the Welsh side proved to be remarkable but, at
the time, the public consciousness seemed less

“In circumstances which would be
echoed in the 2016 Euros, the Welsh
squad comprised a number of hard
working names from unfashionable
clubs and one superstar.”
affected by the Swedish adventure.
The attendance of officials seemed to carry as
much importance for the FAW as the presence
of the players. Wales were forced to borrow
training gear from the English due to the nonarrival of their tracksuits. One player forgot his
passport. A few more enjoyed some behind
the scenes beers we here. There was no official
reception on arrival back in the UK. No film was
made to record the adventure, as in 2016. God
Save the Queen was played before each game.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that this
somewhat homemade approach to
international football continued for the next 20
years or so. It was not until established stars
such as Mark Hughes and the late Gary Speed
introduced Premier League standards to the
Welsh set up that things improved.
The baton has now passed to current boss
Robert Page of course. 64 years to hand that
baton from Murphy to Page. We await with
eagerness to see if Spirit of 22 finally surpassed
the era of 58. Wales v Brazil in Qatar?
That could work.
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The Fan-Led Review Of FOOtball GOvernance

A

Rob Jeffery provides an update on the current situation
lot has happened since April
2021 when six grasping Premier
League Clubs plus six more of
the usual suspects from Spain
and Italy announced the formation of the
European Super League (ESL).
The thought of these already bloated snouts
in a trough topped up with hundreds of
millions of pounds more caused an instant
negative reaction amongst fans, clubs and
the football authorities alike. Supporters
Trusts in this country under the umbrella of
the Football Supporters Association (FSA)
mobilised in their defence of the existing
pyramid structure of strong, competitive

BY rOB JEFFERY
leagues with an equal opportunity to qualify
for Europe based on sporting merit but with
a move towards fairer sharing of the game’s
wealth. Department of Digital, Culture, Media
& Sport Secretary Oliver Dowden announced
the launch of a wide-ranging Fan-Led review
led by Tracey Crouch MP who was Sports
Minister from 2015-2017. The FSA had a full
and central role in this process and Cardiff
City Supporters Trust contributed to the
process via them.

Tracey Crouch reported on her findings in November 2021and in April 2022
the Government announced that it would endorse the findings of the Fan-Led
Review and implement all of its recommendations, which are:
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RECOMMENDATION

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

To ensure the long-term sustainability of football, the
government should create a new independent regulator for
English football (IREF).

Accept the
recommendation
to introduce an
independent regulator.

To ensure financial sustainability of the professional game,
IREF should oversee financial regulation in football.

Accept, with further
detail on the precise
model to follow in the
White Paper.

New owners’ and directors’ tests for clubs should be
established by IREF replacing the three existing tests and
ensuring that only good custodians and qualified directors
can run these vital assets.

Accept, with further
detail to follow on a
strengthened Owners’
and Directors’ Test.

Football needs a new approach to corporate governance to
support a long-term sustainable future of the game.

Accept

Football needs to improve equality, diversity and inclusion
(EDI) in clubs with committed EDI action plans regularly
assessed by IREF.

Accept the need for
action, and support
clubs’ commitment
to improving equality,
diversity and inclusion
focusing on improving
outcomes while
remaining flexible on
plans for action.

As a uniquely important stakeholder, supporters should be
properly consulted by their clubs in taking key decisions by
means of a shadow board.

Support, with further
consideration of the
mechanism.

Football clubs are a vital part of their local communities, in
recognition of this there should be additional protection for
key items of club heritage.

Support, with further
detail on options to
follow.

Fair distributions are vital to the long-term health of football.
The Premier League should guarantee its support to the
pyramid and make additional, proportionate contributions to
further support football.

Support, with an
expectation of further
action from the
football authorities
ahead of the White
Paper.

Women’s football should be treated with parity and given its
own dedicated review.

Accept

As an urgent matter, the welfare of players exiting the game
needs to be better protected — particularly at a young age.

Accept

The Government said it is now committed
to “fundamental reform” of the game’s
governance. No exact timeframe was given
for implementation, however a white paper is
expected soon, meaning legislation could be
delayed until 2024.
Whilst it is fair to say that all political parties
welcome the government acceptance of the
proposals, the timeframe has come in for
some criticism but, realistically, the FSA never
expected speedy implementation. The wheels
just don’t grind that quickly.
What is the attitude of the major players who
are affected by these proposals? The English
Football League (EFL) are broadly supportive
of the proposals and the FSA are happy with
their current position as their attitudes are
broadly aligned. The FA position is positive
but not ideal . They are enthusiastic about
enhanced regulation in the professional
game although they believe that they remain
best placed to create and oversee the
regulator. What about the Premier League?
Their statement on the Review employs the
usual weasel words to make the right noises
about recognising the need for reform and
working with the Government through the

consultation phase but it is implacable in its
belief that there is no need for a statutorybacked regulator. They are also reviewing
their own Owners’ and Directors’ test. The
fact that they have adopted a position that
they know best and don’t need outsiders
telling them what to do should come as no
surprise.
So, who is going to put meat on the bones
of these proposals? The Fan Led Review
put forward the 10 proposals listed above
together with specifics, and you can see
that they have all been accepted but most
of them with a degree of qualification. The
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport (DCMS) will be primarily responsible
for finalising the detail and the FSA will work
closely with them to achieve this. However,
all stakeholders have had the opportunity to
speak with DCMS throughout the summer
and it is certain that they will have put
forward views to influence the outcome in a
way that suits their ends. Lobbying can be a
powerful tool. We shall see what happens. It’s
not over yet!
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THE TRUST

NEEDS

YOU

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the Trust is only £12 per year
or, put another way, only £1 per month the
equivalent of the cost of a packet of crisps !
The Trust encourages family membership so
membership for under 16s is free. Membership
fees can be paid in a variety of ways including
monthly standing order and PayPal.
All membership details are held by the Trust in
accordance with the General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR).

Each member will receive a membership
card and a CCST enamel badge. Everything
CCST does relies on volunteers so there is an
opportunity for members to get actively involved
in its work and also stand for election to the Trust
Board.
Cardiff City Supporters Trust gives City fans a
voice. The more members we have the louder our
voice and the greater our influence
Please join us.

