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Under normal circumstances, the Trust o! ice, 
near Gate 5, is open before every game at the 
Cardi!  City Stadium – and we’d be delighted 
to see you and  to be watching games again. 

Normally board members are present at every 
game so there’d be an opportunity to raise 
any issue of concern with them, to o! er ideas 

or perhaps there’s a matter you want us to 
raise with the club. 

And if it’s just a chat you’re after about 
anything football wise, please get in touch 
and hopefully we’ll be able to see you very 
soon. 

The trust gives city fans a voice. The more 
members we have, the louder that voice and 
the greater our influence. 

Please join us.

• Maintain a regular dialogue with the  Club on behalf of supporters
• Encourage the Club to take account of its supporters and the 

community it serves, in its decision-making
• Strengthen the bond between Cardi!  City, its supporters and the local  

community
• Maintain a shareholding in Cardi!  City on behalf of our members
• Present a positive image for Cardi!  City, helping to overturn negative 

attitudes and prejudice towards the Club
• Use members’ money to benefit members, the community and other 

appropriate good causes
• Ultimately, our aim is to achieve supporter representation on the 

board of Cardi!  City

And so, we come to the end of 
another season, one where the 
Covid pandemic has overshadowed 

footballing matters for so many of us. As I 
have said before, I hope that you and those 
close to you have managed to stay safe and 
well. 

The season ended with us having finished just 
outside the play-o!  places. Disappointing but 
perhaps more than we expected before Mick 
McCarthy was appointed as manager. The hope 
now is that giving him a transfer window to 
deal in before next season, he can improve the 
team and enable us to have another promotion 
push despite the financial constraints which will 
continue to impact on clubs going forward. The 
2021/22 season is likely to be very di! icult for all 
clubs at Championship level in financial terms.

As a Trust, we will continue to represent our 
members views to the club at a senior level. This 
will include us playing a leading role in decisions 
to be made in allocating tickets to returning fans 
as and when live attendance rules and numbers 
are notified to the club by Welsh Government.

Please enjoy this magazine. I look forward to 
meeting some of you at the Trust o! ice at the 
stadium when we return to watching live football 
and at events we organise as soon as we are 
able.

Keith Morgan, Chair

Felly dyma ni’n dod at ddiwedd tymor 
arall, un lle mae’r pandemig Covid wedi 
taflu ei chysgod dros faterion pêl-droed 

i gymaint ohonom. Fel rwyf wedi dweud 
o’r blaen rwy’n gobeithio eich bod chi a’ch 
anwyliaid wedi cadw’n iach a diogel.

Daeth y tymor i ben gyda ni’n diweddu jest tu 
fas i’r safleoedd ail-gyfle. Siomedig wrth gwrs, 
ond efallai’n well nag yr oedden ni’n ei ddisgwyl 
pan gymrodd Mick McCarthy yr awennau fel 
reholwr. Y gobaith yn awr yw y bydd modd iddo, 
trwy gael ! enestr drosglwyddo cyn dechrau’r 
tymor newydd, wella’r tîm a’n galluogi i fynd am 
ddyrchafiad er gwaetha’r cyfyngiadau ariannol 
fydd yn wynebu clybiau yn y dyfodol. Mae tymor 
2021/2022 am fod yn anodd iawn yn ariannol i 
bob clwb yn y Bencampwriaeth.

Fel Ymddiriedolaeth byddwn yn parhau i 
gyflwyno sylwadau’r cefnogwyr i’r clwb ar y lefel 
uchaf. Byddwn hefyd yn chwarae rôl allweddol 
mewn unrhyw benderfyniad ar sut y bydd 
tocynnau’n cael eu dosbarthu unwaith y bydd 
Llywodraeth Cymru yn cyhoeddi’r rheolau a 
niferoedd ar gyfer gemau byw i’r clwb. 

Mwynhewch y cylchgrawn hwn. Rwy’n edrych 
ymlaen at gwrdd â rhai ohonoch chi yn swyddfa’r 
Ymddiriedolaeth yn y Stadiwm pan ry’n ni nôl yn 
gwylio pêl-droed byw ac yn y digwyddiadau y 
byddwn ni’n eu trefnu cyn gynted ag sy’n bosib.

Keith Morgan, Cadeirydd
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Trust Member and blogger on all things Cardi!  City Paul Evans 
muses on whether there is a distinctive Cardi!  City way of playing 
and if the “style” we’ve seen since 2014 represents it.

Remember the “Cardi!  Way”? 
Five years ago, it was supposed 
to signal a new approach by 
the club, overseen by the 

newly appointed Paul Trollope, whereby 
youngsters brought through the Academy 
playing a possession based, passing game 
would be integrated into the first team 
and, in the process, the method of play of 
the senior team would come to reflect the 
way the youngsters were being taught to 
play.
Unfortunately, City made a disastrous start to 
16/17. Trollope barely lasted until October and 
the club brought in Neil Warnock to replace 
him. Now, Warnock comes with a certain 
reputation, but I don’t remember there being 
too many concerns about his favoured style 
of play at the time – we were looking like 
a relegation side and something had to be 
done.
Needless to say, the Cardi!  Way was quietly 
and quickly ditched. As for why it was thought 
of in the first place, my view is that it was a 
reaction to what happened under Russell 
Slade who had been bought in to steady 
the ship in a financial sense and, largely, 
succeeded in that task, but the football his 
team played was hardly easy on the eye – I 
used to maintain that we’d prefer to blast the 
ball at a defender to earn an attacking throw 
in or corner rather than try to build something 
in open play.
In recent years, as we’ve, more or less, stuck 
with the method of playing that we saw from 
Slade’s teams, I’ve wondered if, historically, 
there has been a typical Cardi!  City way of 
playing football. My thinking being that the 
sort of football Cardi!  have played since 
about 2014 would not be tolerated at certain 

clubs where fans have come to expect their 
team to “play football the right way”. That 
somewhat patronising expression still rings 
true at, for example, Spurs and West Ham, 
but I would say that, certainly at the top 
level, a manager who came in and tried to 
impose the methods we’ve seen at Cardi!  
in recent years would have to overcome a 
very sceptical set of fans.
So, do Cardi!  fans like their team to play 
in a manner similar to how we’ve done 
recently? Looking over my City supporting 
life, the evidence is mixed.
For example, the good Jimmy Scoular sides 
between 1968 and 1971 were a reflection of 
their manager in that they were physical, in 
your face outfits and were certainly not shy 
in using the aerial route. 
I can still recall how we used to kick o! , 
every time it would be passed back to 
right back Dave Carver who’d launch 
a long diagonal pass to Toshack or 
Clark with the aim that they would head 
across to their forward partner to get a 
goal attempt away – it worked once 
when Toshack headed to Clark 
who nodded in some twelve or 
thirteen seconds after we’d 
restarted after going behind 
at She! ield Wednesday, 
but never again!
Although Brian Clark 
was certainly not a tall 

A questiOn OF STYLE.

man by today’s standards, his two most 
famous City goals give testament to his 
aerial ability, there’s the classic header 
against Real Madrid, but also a freakish 
but, powerfully delivered, nodding back into 
the net of a Bryan King goal kick in a game 
against Millwall in December 1968.
City played to the strengths of their strikers 
in those days, but any side with the likes of 
Harris, Phillips, King, Woodru! , Barrie Jones 
and Gibson involved were also capable of 
playing football in the “right way”.
However, something telling happened in 
the first game, against Luton, of the 72/73 
season when, to quote the O! icial History of 
the Bluebirds, “City tried to play Continental 
– style possession football, which had the 
16,364 crowd slow hand clapping and hooting 
in derision”. City won the match 2-1 (but only 
after they had resorted to more “orthodox” 
methods apparently), the crowd went home 
“bemused” and Scoular reintroduced the 
style of play which saw him lose his job 
eventually as we continuously struggled 
against the drop.
We fell through the trap door in 1975 though, 
only to return the following year. 1975/76 
was the first promotion season I experienced 
and the question has to be asked, is that 

campaign one of my favourites (many 
other fans of a certain age feel 

the same way apparently) 
because we were successful 

or was it because we played 
consistently entertaining 
football? Clearly, the former 
has an awful lot to do with 
it, but I maintain that the 
latter applies as well. 

Jimmy Andrews, with 

his West Ham heritage, set an emphasis on 
playing with some style and he assembled 
a side which I would say definitely favoured 
brain over brawn with that being particularly 
true up front where Tony Evans, an inspired 
free transfer signing from Blackpool, was an 
all action striker who was similar to, say, Carl 
Dale and Earnie physically, was eventually 
teamed up with the bigger Adrian Alston. 
However, Alston was no target man type, he 
was something of a maverick with a taste 
for the outrageous and, even if he found 
the Second Division much tougher, he was 
exactly what the 75/76 team needed in 
Division Three at the time.
Andrews’ methods were not as successful at 
the higher level though and his replacement 
Richie Morgan got us out of trouble in 78/79 
playing a brand of football about which I 
heard the description “route one” used for the 
first time, as we got the ball forward quickly, 
and mostly aerially, to the gangling Gary 
Stevens and the tall Ronnie Moore, 
A few years later, the man who eventually 
replaced Morgan, Len Ashurst, earned City 
another immediate promotion back to the 
Second Division with a team that had Dave 
Bennett, a First Division quality played 
performing in the third tier, as its star, but 
very good use of the free transfer system in 
recruiting Dave’s brother Gary, Roger Gibbins, 
David Tong, Je!  Hemmerman and Paul Bodin 
backed up by the later arrival of Bob Hatton 
produced another successful team that were 
more about skill than power.
I could go on about how, for example, I 
thought we were a better footballing team 
in 91/92 only for the addition of more power 
and running to win us a title and the Welsh 
Cup a year later, but I think those examples 
from the seventies show that City have been 

by Paul Evans

“City tried to play Continental style football, which had the 16,364 crowd 
slow handclapping and hooting in derision.”
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a club which has resorted to playing a more 
basic version of the game when it was felt 
necessary and it seems to me that, by and 
large, the fans have been prepared to go 
along with that.
Moving to the present day however, we are 
living through unique times and allowances 
need to be made for the fact that games have 
been played behind closed doors throughout 
this season, so the possibility that I’m saying 
this as a consequence of living in one of those 
social media echo chambers that we hear a 
lot about has to exist. 
My strong suspicion is though that many 
supporters think that the balance between 
artist and artisan has gone way too much 
in favour of the latter at Cardi! in recent 
seasons – there is a Cardi! Way now, but it’s 
nothing like what was intended five years 
ago. For the last few seasons, City have been 
very physical, very big, very direct and heavily 
reliant on attacking set pieces. Talented 
individuals still appear in attacking areas, but 
it seems to me that the ability of those behind 
them to provide them with an acceptable 
quality of service has gradually declined and 
has been particularly poor this season. 
Two very telling things happened in 20/21. 
First Neil Harris gave up on trying to make 
changes to the way we played around 
November time and went back to the sort 
of football we’ve become associated with – 

after some initial success, we then lost six 
on the trot and he was sacked. Second, Mick 
McCarthy came in, described himself as a 
pragmatist who opts for the playing style best 
suited for any squad he inherits and, while 
improving results, had us playing in a way 
which saw us having even less of the ball 
than previously.
Does the current Cardi! Way represent what 
supporters want to see from their team? Not 
if what I hear is anything to go by. City fans 
have always loved a trier (surely we’re not 
alone as a club in feeling that way?), but, 
in my experience, they also want some flair 
and excitement from their teams. Of course, 
winning comes first, but there are other things 
and for too long, in my opinion at least, we’ve 
played in a manner which gives you nothing 
to enjoy if we don’t get the three points. 
Our new manager is working with what he 
has inherited, so judgment on him should 
surely be delayed until he’s had at least 
one transfer window to work in, but the 
experiment in using a passer like Marlon Pack 
in our back three at Birmingham in our last 
match at the time of writing is a hopeful sign 
of the pragmatist not being happy to continue 
with things as they are – it’s going to be an 
interesting summer.

Rob Je!ery looks at the long and winding road taken by 
Kie!er Moore before washing up on the shores of CCS.

What a season for Kie!er. He 
scored 20 goals in 42 league 
appearances, the first time a City 

player has hit 20 in a season since Whitts 
scored 25 in 2009/10,  and in front of empty 
terracing (can I still call it that? It sounds so 
much more nostalgic than empty seating). 
With a passionate City crowd shouting him 
on I’m sure he would have scored more.  
Also, let’s not forget that he scored 3 times 
for Wales this season, invaluable in our 
qualification for this summer’s tournament.
“Have Boots Will Travel” must have been the 
motto of the  extravagantly named  Kie!er 
Roberto Francisco Moore. He certainly got about 
a bit before arriving at CCS - 11 teams in 8 years !
He started in non league football at Truro City 
followed by Dorchester and Yeovil. A spell at 
Viking Stavanger in Norway and then back home 
to Forest Green Rovers. A loan spell back at 
his birthplace Torquay followed resulting in him 
being signed by our very own Mick McCarthy 
for Ipswich in the Championship. Loaned to 
Rotherham, a hat-trick on his debut there and 
13 goals in 22 appearances  brought him to the 
attention of Championship side Barnsley.
It was at Barnsley that Kie!er really established 
himself as a striker of note. In 2018/19, he scored 
17 goals in 31 appearances for a Barnsley team 
promoted to the Championship and was named 
in the PFA team of the year for league One.
In August 2019 that most common transfer sum 
the “Undisclosed Fee” changed hands and he 
became a Wigan player. He scored 10 times 
in 31 appearances but it was a fateful season 
for Wigan as a points deduction resulting from 
being put into administration resulted in an 
inevitable relegation. 

With an undisclosed fee burning a hole in our 
pocket we pounced and he became a City player 
in time for the 2020/21 season. He made his 
debut for us in a 2-0 home defeat to She!ield 
Wednesday (beating us twice and scoring 7 
goals this season must have been one of the few 
comforts for a relegated Wednesday team!) but 
it was in his second game away at Forest that he 
first found the net for us with both goals in a 2-0  
win and he was up and running. 
Many fans have bemoaned the fact that we’ve 
been lacking a 20 goal a season striker for so 
long, well, now we’ve got one. His play this year 
showed that there is much more to his game 
than being a big bloke who can head the ball. 
His all round play has been impressive, his first 
goal at home to Wycombe where he controlled 
the ball on the touchline, turned and scored 
with a curling shot from the corner of the box 
displayed a degree of skill not always associated 
with a 6’5’’ striker. His commitment has been 
unquestionable, his willingness to run and press 
probably did him no favours physically. Perhaps 
it is unfair of me to say that Mick McCarthy can’t 
see a willing horse without flogging it, but how 
many times did he not take him o! when he was 
out on his feet at the end of the game? However, 
that probably underlines his importance to the 
team. 
I don’t know what Kie!er’s  taste in music is but 
I hope he is not singing to himself the lyrics of 
the 1982 single by The Clash – “Should I Stay or 
Should I Go”.

We’ve gOt a 20 gOal a seasOn striker –
wHO’d have thOught it?

by ROB JEFFERY

“Our new manager is working with 
what he has inherited, so judgment 
on him should surely be delayed 
until he’s had at least one transfer 
window.”
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CCST: Tell us David, we hear that you have 
actually been able to attend some Cardi!  
City games this season. How on earth did 
you wangle that?
DC: [Laughs] It wasn’t easy! 
No, seriously, I’ve been writing and broadcasting 
on Welsh football for many years now, 
especially City games. This season I was lucky 
enough to secure formal Media Accreditation to 
cover Premier League and EFL games. 

CCST: Wow! How does that work then? Do 
you get to sit in the Press Box with an expert 
summariser alongside you?
DC: Well, not quite but yes, I sit in the press 
boxes. The facilities at the stadium are very 
good. Internet access, team sheets, match 
programmes and a tv monitor. There is great 
camaraderie in the press box, with visiting 
journalists always happy to help out if I 
somehow failed to notice who came on for QPR 
in the 64th minute!
The COVID restrictions are very strict of course, 
with Track&Trace, face masks and rigid social 
distancing requirements. Nevertheless, it’s still a 
great experience. 

CCST: It sounds it. So, which matches have 
you covered this year David and how do you 
find it watching as an unbiased observer?
DC: Well, it’s certainly di! erent. Ordinarily I 
tend to write from a fan’s perspective. I would 
probably not notice that Wayne Rooney favours 
his left foot for crosses but I would spot a 
“Nottingham Rams“ flag in the Away end at 
the City Ground for example. “Why did Everton 
wear pink v Watford?”... that kind of thing. 

Writing as a “proper journalist” though 
makes you watch the game from a di! erent 
perspective. I am more aware of tactics and 
formations. I also find I pay more attention to 
the opposition players than would normally be 
the case.

CCST: That’s very interesting. Which 
opponents have caught your eye in 
particular?
DC: Well, there are the obvious stars of course. 
Todd Cantwell was a joy to watch for Norwich 
City while Ivan Toney was a constant threat for 
Brentford. Swansea City were very impressive 
as a complete unit in their victory at the Cardi!  
City Stadium (my league debut as a reporter!) 
with Wales star Connor Roberts keeping my 
notepad busy. I also enjoyed describing the 
contributions of lesser known players though. 
I especially recall the belligerent defending of 
Millwall, led by the giant Jake Cooper at centre 
back. Uche Ikpeazu of Wycombe also raised my 
eyebrows with his pace and skill in a rousing 
performance. 

CCST: So how does it work from a technical 
perspective David; How does the outside 
world get to read your scribblings?
DC: Well, in the early games, I lent heavily on 
my notepad and pen. As I have grown into 
things though, I have been able to construct 
my articles direct to my iPad. When I return 
home after the game, I edit it, fill in any blanks 
and send the finished draft o!  to my editors 
at Prost International. Their guys look over my 
piece, make any adjustments, format it, add any 
images and publish it on line. I’m then free to 
share the content across social media etc. 

Trust member and football writer David Collins 
describes his unique experiences of a memorable 
season watching Cardi!  City.

CCST: Fascinating David. Is it just Cardi!  
games at the CCS that you have covered 
then?
DC: No, I have been very fortunate. I have 
covered several Wales internationals, a Newport 
County fixture and a trip over the border to 
Forest Green when restrictions allowed. Wales-
born Aaron Collins gave a great display there 
by the way. My trip to Brentford v Cardi!  City 
also brought a unique chance to chalk o!  a new 
ground, how many other City fans have been to 
Brentford’s new ground I wonder?
I was also invited to the “virtual” press 
conference for the Welsh women’s international 
and even got to ask manager Jane Ludlow a 
question. She was very frank in her response 
and showed me as much respect as any 
seasoned hack.
Perhaps the highlight though was attending 
the Champions League tie between Connah’s 
Quay Nomads and Sarajevo at the Cardi!  City 
Stadium. Hearing that music blasting out across 
such familiar surroundings certainly set the 
hairs on my neck rising. 

CCST: So, what’s next then David, will you 
be turning up at the Euros or Old Tra! ord ?
DC: Well, who knows. It would be great to 
experience the press facilities at a top PL 
ground or record a live link to Sky Sports 
wouldn’t it? At the moment though I’m learning 
so much from the experience and enjoying the 
exposure it generates. 
Perhaps I can soon look forward to covering a 
game with fans in the stadium. If so, I’ll be sure 
to give the Trust a plug!
David Collins was speaking to Trust Member Rob 
Je! ery.

A YEAR IN PRINT.

“There is great camaraderie 
in the press box, with visiting 
journalists always happy to 
help out if I somehow failed to 
notice who came on for QPR in 
the 64th minute!”
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Isuppose it came as no real surprise 
when, in April, six of the usual 
suspects in the Premier League plus 
three Spanish and three Italian clubs 

announced the formation of the European 
Super League (ESL). 
After all, rumours of the super rich in 
European football breaking away at some 
time to feed their ever-increasing greed had 
been circulating since 2009. The grotesque 
nature of the whole ESL proposal was 
emphasised by the fact that 15 clubs would 
have permanent membership, unthreatened 
by relegation. In other words, a snout in the 
trough in perpetuity. Proposals for each club 
to be paid a £310m joining fee plus a further 
sum of up to £213m per season, whilst eye 
watering, did not come as a surprise given 
the perceived avarice of the big clubs. The 
fact that Messrs. Joel Glazer, John W. Henry 
and Stan Kroenke, the sort of owner who 
have had to learn not to refer to their acquired 
English club as a “franchise”, were guiding 
lights in this project, did not instil confidence 
in those concerned for football and its grass 
roots. 
What did come as a surprise, however, 
was the immediacy of the negative 
reaction resulting in the ESL having all the 
permanence of a Zsa Zsa Gabor marriage. 
Now, I don’t suppose we are astounded 
by Prime Ministers jumping on a Football 
bandwagon if they see one. After all, who can 
forget dyed-in-the-wool football fan David 
Cameron not remembering whether his first 
love was West Ham or Aston Villa? Anyway, 
Boris Johnson, all too aware of the power 
of sport to unite people as a result of his 
involvement in the 2012 Olympics as Mayor of 
London, weighed in. Not a football fan by his 

own admission, he immediately dived in head 
first into the row voicing his condemnation of 
the plan with carefully chosen football clichés 
delivered from the dispatch box. Well done 
Boris, it all helps.
Across Europe, fans of clubs, including 
those proposing the breakaway, united in 
their condemnation of the plan. Supporters’ 
Trusts in this country, under the umbrella of 
the Football Supporters Association (FSA) 
mobilised in their defence of the existing 
pyramid structure of strong, competitive 
leagues with an equal opportunity to qualify 
for Europe based on sporting merit but 
with a move towards fairer sharing of the 
game’s wealth. The degree of animosity 
towards the scheme lead to a succession of 
uncharacteristic apologies by some owners 
for having the nerve to get involved in the first 
place. I must admit that some of the apologies 
did not ring true to me as it seemed as if they 
were more PR Consultant inspired rather than 
based on any form of sincerity.
Anyway, what happens next? What we have 
seen is an amazing display of fan power 
and unity across the game. Fans, players, 
managers, administrators and pundits coming 
together to lambast the proposals and put a 
stop to them. 
Supporters demonstrated their power and 
showed that we are best when we work 
together, united in a common cause.
Sadly, supporters have, by no means, enough 
actual power and that is something that 
needs to be addressed. However, what we 
do have is a gathering momentum behind 

the idea that supporters need to have a 
much bigger say on the way the game is 
structured and run to prevent this sort of thing 
happening again.
The FSA have met with the government to 
discuss the current position to the failed 
proposals. Boris Johnson mentioned that he 
had been questioned by his back benchers as 
to what a free market Conservative like him 
was doing talking about state intervention 
in sport. His response was that, while he 
remains a free market Conservative, the 
government has a role in protecting national 
heritage and culture and football is deeply 
immersed in that. Football’s role in society 
is immense and, while some politicians are 
always keen to jump on a bandwagon if it 
suits them, at least, in this case, our mutual 
interests are aligned, at least in the short 
term. At the moment the door is open and 
the FSA and Supporters’ Trusts intend to 
push at it. This government is not suddenly 
going to nationalise Manchester United or 
Liverpool but it is within their power to grant 
supporters real representation. Even when 
there isn’t a realistic option for fans to buy 
in significantly to own their club, fans can 
still have an influence at board level and all 
levels of the game. Cardi!  City Supporters 
Trust like all Supporters Trusts have always 
considered that representation at board level 
is vital to ensure the interests of fans and links 
to the community are promoted. In fact, it is a 
founding principle of the Trust movement.

The FSA and Trusts do not automatically 
presume that those who run football or, 
indeed, politicians will deliver on what 
they say. Many people have reached the 
conclusion that the Football authorities 
cannot be relied upon to regulate the game 
themselves as billionaire owners are built 
into their power structures. It will require 
outside interference to take some of that 
power and put it in the hands of fans. To this 
end, Department of Digital, Culture, Media & 
Sport Secretary Oliver Dowden announced 
the launch of a fan-led review. It will be led by 
Tracey Crouch MP who was Sports Minister 
from 2015-2017. The FSA expects to have a 
full and central role in this process and Cardi!  
City Supporters Trust will feed its members’ 
views into it. CCST members are encouraged 
to express their views by email to members@
ccfctrust.org or by post to CCST, PO Box 
4254, Cardi! , CF14 8FD so that we can pass 
them on.
To return to my Zsa Zsa Gabor analogy at the 
beginning, one marital disappointment did 
not discourage her from returning to the altar 
numerous times. Similarly, just because this 
rapacious band of clubs have been thwarted 
doesn’t mean that they won’t be back with 
another set of pocket-lining proposals that 
put themselves first. Fans will need to be 
ready to return to the barricades as and when 
necessary.

Trust Member Rob Je! ery reflects on European 
Super League Mark 1, its demise and what 
happens next.

just anOTHER CASE OF HISTORY REPEATing.

“The new annual tournament will provide significantly greater 
economic growth and support for European football via a long-term 

commitment to uncapped solidarity payments which will grow in 
line with league revenues.” thesuperleague.com



12  13

Peter Jackson, South Wales Echo’s Football Correspondent 
between August 1965 until September 1974, gives his view on the 
1970 sale of John Toshack and subsequent demise of Cardi!  City.

On Saturday November 7, 1970, 
Terry Venables missed a penalty 
for Queen’s Park Rangers at 
Loftus Road and Cardi!  City duly 

made them pay for it. A sixth win in eight 
unbeaten matches hoisted the Bluebirds 
into the Second Division’s top three.
They were not so much on a roll as a 
stampede, at home and in Europe. In the 
Cup-winners’ Cup they had won both legs 
against Nantes to the tune of 7-2 and been 
rewarded with a quarter-final against Real 
Madrid. What could possibly go wrong? It 
didn’t take long to find out.
The phone call I answered the next morning 
would change the course of that season 
and many more to come. It raised the alarm 
over what would become probably the most 
contentious decision by the club until Mr. Tan 
painted the place red.
Sunday messages from the odd player 
complaining about some pi! ling criticism, real 
or imagined, in the previous night’s Football 
Echo were not unusual. This one sounded 
infinitely more important, and serious.
John Toshack was on the line. ‘’You asked me 
to let you know whenever I’d be moving on,’’ 
he said. ‘’Well, Liverpool have come in with an 
o! er for me and it’s been accepted so it looks 
as though I’ll be going.’’
By the next day, all hell had broken loose on 
Planet Bluebird. No wonder. A club averaging 
gates not far short of 25,000, beaten just twice 
in 16 League matches and into the last eight 
of a European tournament was selling its top 
goalscorer?
A phrase flogged to death by the American 
golf guru Butch Harmon springs to mind: 

‘’You gotta be kidding me.’’
Sadly, the only ones 
kidding themselves were running 
Cardi!  City FC. 
At Ninian Park that Monday morning, in the 
manager’s o! ice along the corridor from the 
cramped visitors’ dressing-room, Toshack was 
preparing to tie up a few loose ends before 
catching a train to Lime Street station where 
Bill Shankly would be waiting to greet him.
According to a couple of reliable sources, 
Jimmy Scoular was advising his star striker 
that the deal was far from done, that the club 
had no wish to let him go and that they were 
making sure that Liverpool didn’t get him on 
the cheap.
At that point, chairman Fred Dewey walked 
into Scoular’s o! ice, a tad surprised to find 
Toshack still on the premises. ‘’Hello, John, 
you still here?’’ he is said to have said. ‘’I 
thought you’d have been on your way by 
now.’’
Fifty years is a long time but other memories 
are still crystal clear in my mind. As the public 
outcry refused to abate, the club became 
increasingly sensitive which meant I got it in 
the neck for failing to toe the party line, that 
they were only being fair to the player by 
refusing to stand in his way blah de blah.
What a load of old baloney. At round about 
that time, Aston Villa o! ered £60,000, then 
a very substantial amount, for Don Murray, 
something of which I knew nothing until 
years later. Neither did the player whom 
Scoular and the board considered too 
valuable.

Villa were told there would be nothing 
doing – so much for the altruistic gu!  of not 
standing in the player’s way. The Bluebirds 
stood in Murray’s way because it suited them 
and in Toshack’s case it suited them to let him 
go because the sum involved was too good to 
turn down.
They didn’t just suspect that Liverpool were 
paying over the odds, they were convinced 
of it to the extent that the board wanted the 
deal done pronto before Shankly’s employers 
had time to change their mind. Regrettably, 
nobody at Camp Ninian stopped to think of 
how it would a! ect the upward curve towards 
the First Division.
Some two years earlier Fulham, then 
managed by a youthful Bobby Robson, bid 
£65,000 for Toshack, then 19. As usual, the 
Bluebirds were ready to do business and 
the deal may well have gone through but for 
Fulham’s timing.
It came shortly before the expeditionary force 
made the long trek from Ninian Park to the 
Cotton Pickers’ Stadium in Tashkent for a 
European Cup-winners’ Cup quarter-final 
against Moscow Torpedo. Toshack, it seemed, 
didn’t want to miss being part of the historic 
journey to Central Soviet Asia which may 
have been a diplomatic way of waiting for a 
bigger club than Fulham.
They didn’t come any bigger at the time 
than Liverpool. Between spring 1968 and 
autumn 1970, his transfer market value 
had appreciated by 70 per cent. Scoular 
believed he could replace Toshack with 
a better striker who would cost less 
than half the fee they banked from 
Liverpool.
In theory, it sounded a smart piece 

of business. The reality turned out to be very 
di! erent, a fact which had nothing to do 
with the impact of Toshack’s successor, Alan 
Warboys and everything to do with the time 
it took the City board to prise him away from 
She! ield Wednesday.
Two months elapsed between departure and 
arrival. Warboys announced himself with two 
goals in a 4-0 thumping of his former club on 
January 9, 1971 but by then the damage had 
been done, serious enough to miss promotion 
to the promised land by a whisker.

A club that stands still
”
gOES 

backward.

by peter jacksOn
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“A phrase flogged to death by the American golf guru Butch Harmon 
springs to mind: ‘’You gotta be kidding me.’’ Sadly, the only ones kidding 
themselves were running Cardi!  City FC.” 



“They were happy to bob along in the top six of the Second Division 
and ... enjoy a fling in the Cup-winners’ Cup every year. A club that 
stands still goes backward.”

Which former Cardi!  City player appeared in all 4 Old Firm Derbies in the 2020/21 season?

Which Cardi!  City player am I describing? He was part of the Cardi!  City Championship 
winning squad of 2012/13, he won a Bronze Medal at the 2012 Olympics and also played for 
Wigan Athletic. 

He scored against Barcelona in the Champions League and scored 2 goals for us in 
2015/16 whilst on loan from Charlton Athletic – who is he?

Which Cardi!  City manager also managed Torquay United 3 times, Weymouth and Iran?

Which former Cardi!  City player acted as Caretaker Manager of Sunderland for one game 
against Burton Albion 1st December 2020?

He played for us in the 2008 FA Cup Final and also won 12 caps for England – who is he?

He played 118 times scoring 29 goals between 2000 and 2003 and shares a first name with 
3 Kings of the Belgians – who is he?

He played 33 times on loan for us in 2008/09 scoring 2 at the right end and 1 at the wrong 
end, won 63 International Caps and retired in 2015 after diagnosis of a heart condition – 
who is he?

Which former Cardi!  City player is currently with She! ield United and has won 5 caps for 
the Isle of Wight?

He played 133 times for us scoring 45 times between 2008 and 2011 having 
previously played in Italy with Perugia with the son of Colonel Gaddafi – who is he?
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During the hiatus post-Toshack and pre-
Warboys, Scoular presided over a trio of 
consecutive away defeats to clubs struggling 
in the lower half of the table: Charlton Athletic 
(1-2), Oxford United (0-1) and Millwall (1-2). 
In the end it boiled down to a boom-or-bust 
night at Bramall Lane in late April against 
She! ield United before a crowd of 42,000. 
The Bluebirds, playing their role of guests at 
someone else’s party to perfection, ensured 
that the vast majority left in a blissfully happy 
state. The Blades won 5-1. 
That a Cardi!  lad from Grangetown scored 
two of the goals that sent the Yorkshire club 
into the First Division instead merely added 
insult to injury. Gil Reece, once an apprentice 
at Ninian Park whose career had drifted into 
the Welsh League before Newport County 
manager Billy Lucas saw something which 
the City missed, ran riot.
The Blades went up behind Leicester City and 
the Bluebirds finished third. In the boardroom 
it would be fair to say they were less than a 
heart-broken.
A fortnight or so before it all came apart at 
Bramall Lane, a national newspaper colleague 
and I had a revealing conversation in the 
Grandstand Club with Fred Dewey. ‘’Well, 
Mr. Chairman, First Division football in Wales 
next season,’’ my friend ventured. ‘’That will be 
great for the club, the city and the country.’’
To which Fred, nursing a drink in one hand, 
held up the other. ‘’Wait a minute,’’ he said 
and then proceeded to list all the reasons 
why entry to the First Division wouldn’t be 
all it was cracked up to be, not least because 
it would mean a steep increase in players’ 
wages.

He omitted to say that there would also be a 
substantial hike in gate revenue but by then 
I had grown increasingly sceptical about the 
club’s ambition. What the chairman said that 
evening, after a 1-0 home win over Bristol City, 
hardened my view.
They were happy to bob along in the top six 
of the Second Division and, granted relatively 
easy access to Europe via the Welsh Cup, 
enjoy a fling in the Cup-winners’ Cup every 
year. A club that stands still goes backward.
Cardi!  City did so at such a rate of knots that 
they spent the next three seasons fighting 
relegation. By 1974, Scoular had gone along 
with the old board. Twelve months later, the 
club dropped into the Third Division.
By then I’d moved on to what used to be 
Fleet Street and while the wind blew me in 
a di! erent direction, those ten years on the 
Echo were like no other – six editions from 
noon to five in the afternoon and a daily 
circulation of around 150,000 and the Football 
Echo every Saturday.
There is, of course, a price to be paid for 
everything. Those ten years left me a! licted 
by the fortunes of a club I followed all the way 
to Tashkent, albeit at someone else’s expense.
The longer the losing run, a not uncommon 
event, the worse the a! liction gets. At such 
times the alarm bell which began with that 
Sunday morning phone call of long ago 
seems to be ringing as loud as ever… 

Trust member Rob Je! ery has come up with some great questions to test 
your Cardi!  City knowledge. A £50 prize goes to the lucky winner. The 
answers are all Googleable, can be found In reference books or you might 
be a good quizzer who knows the answer o!  the top of your head. Anyway, 
make sure you have a go and be in with a chance of the first prize...

To be in with a chance of winning the prize, members 
should email answers to members@ccfctrust.org  or 
post them to CCST, PO Box 4254, Cardi!  CF14 8FD. The 
winner will be chosen by drawing lots.




