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Firstly, I hope that all our members and 
everyone close to them have managed to 
stay safe and well throughout the Covid-19 

pandemic – a really troubling ti me for us all.

One of the impacts of the pandemic has been 
the eff ect it has had on football, both socially and 
fi nancially. We have not been able to att end live 
games at stadiums (with some excepti ons at lower 
league levels), and this looks like it will conti nue for 
some months to come yet. With litt le or no income 
from match day crowds, the fi nances of clubs below 
Premier League level have suff ered greatly and (as at 
the ti me of writi ng) proposals to recti fy the positi on 
have been unsuccessful and also in some cases very 
unpopular with fans and many clubs.

The Trust has been, and will conti nue to be, 
involved in discussions to help deal with the issue 
on your behalf with organisati ons such as Football 
Supporters Associati on, EFL, the FA and government.

On the playing front, the latest transfer window 
has just closed and refl ects the fi nancial diffi  culti es 
facing most Championship clubs with more player 
sales or loans out than new additi ons to squads. 
However, the additi on of Harry Wilson on loan 
from Liverpool is an exciti ng prospect. As fans we 
probably would have loved to see more quality 
coming into the squad but the fi nancial reality 
always made that unlikely.

Hopefully, things will get bett er and return to normal 
sooner rather than later. Unti l then, please keep safe 
and well and I look forward to seeing you all when 
it does.

CCST
PO Box 4254
Cardiff  
CF14 8FD

Keith Morgan, 
Chair

Yn gyntaf, ga i obeithio fod pob aelod a’r 
sawl sydd yn agos atoch wedi llwyddo 
i gadw’n ddiogel ac yn iach gydol y 

pandemig Covid - mae’n amser anodd i ni gyd.

Un o sgîl eff eithiau’r pandemig yw’r eff aith y 
mae wedi cael ar bêl-droed, yn ariannol ac yn 
gymdeithasol. Dyn ni ddim wedi gallu mynychu 
gemau byw yn y stadiwm (ag eithrio yn y 
cyngrheiriau is) ac mae’n debyg yr un fydd y patrwm 
am fi soedd i ddod. Gydag ond ychydig os nad dim 
incwm yn dod i mewn oddi wrth torfeydd yn y 
stadiwm, mae sefyllfa ariannol clybiau islaw’r Uwch 
Gyngrhair yn ddifriol ac (wrth i mi sgwennu hyn) 
mae’r dulliau awgrymwyd i unioni hyn wedi bod 
yn afl wyddiannus ac, yn achos cefnogwyr nifer o 
glybiau, yn amhoblogaidd iawn.

Mae’r Ymddiriediolaeth wedi, ac yn parhau i fod, 
yn rhan o drafodaethau er mwyn delio gyda hyn oll 
ar eich rhan chi ochr yn ochr â sefydliadau megis yr 
FSA, yr EFL, y Gymdeithas Bêl-droed a’r llywodraeth.

Ar y cae, mae’r ff enest drosglwyddo sydd newydd 
gau yn adlewyrchu’r sefyllfa ariannol sy’n wynebu 
rhan fwyaf o glybiau’r Bencampwriaeth gyda mwy o 
fenthyciadau a gwerthu na phrynu chwaraewyr yn 
digwydd. Boed hynny fel ag y mae, mae ychwanegu 
Harry Wilson o Lerpwl at ein carfan yn gyff rous 
iawn. Fel cefnogwyr rwy’n siwr y bydden ni eisiau 
gweld mwy o chwaraewyr o ansawdd yn dod i mewn 
ond roedd yr hinsawdd ariannol byth am ganiatau i 
hynny ddigwydd.

Dyma obeithio y bydd pethau’n gwella ac y cawn ni 
ddychwelyd i normalrwydd cyn gynted â phosib. Tan 
hynny, rwy’n edrych ymlaen at eich gweld unwaith 
eto. Cadwch yn saff .

CCST
Blwch PO 4254
Caerdydd
CF14 8FD

Keith Morgan, 
Cadeirydd
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If only you could! Under normal 
circumstances, the Trust offi  ce, near Gate 5, 
is open before every game at the Cardiff  City 
Stadium – we’d be delighted to see you and 
be delighted to be watching games again. 

Normally board members are present at 
every game so there’d be an opportunity to 

raise any issue of concern with them, off er 
ideas or perhaps there’s a matt er you want us 
to raise with the club. 

And if it’s just a chat you’re aft er about 
anything football wise, please get in touch 
and hopefully we’ll be able to see you very 
soon. 

Cardiff  City Supporters’ Trust

The trust gives city fans a voice. 
The more members we have, the 
louder that voice and the greater our 
infl uence. 

Please join us.

We don’t want to lose contact with you:

The General Data Protecti on 
Regulati ons (GDPR) require us to make 
every eff ort to ensure that our records 
of members’ contact details are up to 
date.

It appears that there are a number of 
instances where members have moved 
house and/or changed email address. 

It is vital you keep us informed of any 
changes of address either postal or 
email.

If you have changed address and/or 
email please advise us of any changes 
to members@ccfctrust.org or by post 
to: Cardiff  City Supporters’ Trust, PO 
Box 4254, Cardiff , CF14 8FD.

• Maintain a regular dialogue with the  
Club on behalf of supporters

• Encourage the Club to take account of 
its supporters and the community it 
serves, in its decision-making

• Strengthen the bond between Cardiff  
City, its supporters and the local  
community

• Maintain a shareholding in Cardiff  City 
on behalf of our members

• Present a positi ve image for Cardiff  City, 
helping to overturn negati ve atti  tudes 
and prejudice towards the Club

• Use members’ money to benefi t 
members, the community and other 
appropriate good causes

• Ulti mately, our aim is to achieve 
supporter representati on on the board 
of Cardiff  City

Croeso i rifyn arall o Moving Croeso i rifyn arall o Moving Croeso i rifyn arall o Moving 
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Barring miracles, 2020 is not 
going to be a year that is 
remembered with aff ecti on by 
those who had to live through 

it. I won’t get politi cal because this isn’t 
the place to do that, so, suffi  ce it to say, 
that, having been born in 1956, it is the 
worst year of my life and I don’t say that 
purely for the obvious reason.
The events of this year have well and truly 
put football and Cardiff  City into perspecti ve, 
but, on the other hand, ti mes like these cause 
people to appreciate and cherish the things that 
they have a familiarity with in their life – things 
that, maybe, they didn’t appreciate as much as 
they should when life was “normal”.
For me, football in general and Cardiff  City 
in parti cular fall into that category – I can 
remember what a boost it was for me back 
in May when the Bundesliga restarted and 
there was live football to watch again aft er 
two months where sport had virtually stopped 
throughout the world.
However, even when it comes to our club, 2020 
has cast its baleful shadow over us with six 
stalwarts of Cardiff  City sides down the years 
leaving us for what I believe were non Covid 
related reasons in each case. 
Two of the players concerned were sti ll young 
men and two others left  us well before their 
ti me so to speak. I saw all of them play for us 
on plenty of occasions and I thought it might be 
a nice tribute to them to pick out a game (or a 
season in one case) for which they’re imprinted 
in my memory.

Chris Barker
2020 started as it meant to go on with the 
death of our former full back under tragic 
circumstances on New Years Day. Chris was 

a member of the 2003 Play Off  
winning team, but I remember 
him best for his exemplary 
performances in a struggling 
side in 04/05 when, unlike 
many others, he maintained 
a high level of performance 
throughout the campaign 
aft er he had been loaned 
to Stoke for the start 
of it – there were few 
dissenti ng voices when 
Barker was named Player of 
the Season that year.

Fred Davies
The match I remember Fred for most was 
his fi rst aft er signing for us from Wolves in 
January 1967. It was at Ninian Park against 
a promoti on chasing Portsmouth team and 
was played in a downpour which, inevitably 
in those days, meant that the pitch was a 
quagmire. City played really well that day 
scoring all of the game’s three goals before half 
ti me and, in truth, it was a quiet debut for our 
new goalkeeper – nevertheless, I preferred to 
put his constant asking of us lads in the Boy’s 
Enclosure in the Grange End the ti me during the 
second half down to his innate professionalism 
as opposed to counti ng down the minutes unti l 
he could get into the warm and dry changing 
room!

Keith Pontin
Keith is one of a growing number of footballers 
where there are suspicions that their health 
problems in later life and eventual death could 
be put down to repeti ti ous heading of the ball 
through a long career. Ponti n’s career wasn’t 
the longest, but, as a big centreback, there 
were certainly more than enough headers 

in his seven years of fi rst team football for us. 
Nevertheless, his most memorable game, surely, 
came in the fi rst of the two internati onal caps 
he won when Wales trounced England 4-1 at the 
Racecourse in 1980.

Tony Villars
I’ve said before that the word “enigmati c” 
could have been invented with Tony 
Villars in mind – “frustrati ng” might 
have been as well! However, what this, 
at ti mes, bewildering dribbler of a 
football did which stands massively 
in his favour, was produce what was, 
clearly, his best ever game when 
it really matt ered. Pundits and 
reporters oft en say that all a team 
needs to do is give the ball to 
the in form member of it – he/
she will do the rest. Most ti mes 
it’s just media hype, but in the 
73/74 season ender when a win 

for Crystal Palace would keep 
them up at our expense, Villars 

was rampant. It wasn’t just his 
brilliant equalizer which stood out, 

Palace were at panic stati ons every ti me 
he ran at them.

Peter Whittingham
I sti ll can’t believe Whitt s is no longer with 
us, what a waste and how unfair. It’s a 
very slim consolati on, but at least, more 
so than any other player I’ve seen, there 

are a host of memories of him in a City 
shirt to remember him by. While the 

memorable game/occasion for one 
or two here is obvious, I’d come up 

with seven diff erent answers if I 
was asked to pick one for Whitt s 
on every day of a given week. For 
now though, I’ll go for the Play 
Off  game at Leicester in 2010 

– given the occasion and the 
tension involved, his winning 

goal was ridiculous and yet 
because of who scored it, I 
have always regarded it as 

prett y commonplace!

Bob Wilson
I did an appreciati on of Bob on my blog on the 
day his death was announced where I said that 
he was unusual in that all of his truly memorable 
performances for us came at venues hundreds 
or thousands of miles away from Cardiff  in 
European Cup Winners’ Cup games, so they were 
only watched by a very small number of our 
supporters. Wilson was brilliant for us in Porto, 
Zaragoza, Tashkent, Augsburg and Hamburg, but, 
solely because it was instrumental in getti  ng us to 
the Semi Final of a major tournament, I’ll go for 
penulti mate venue in that list – the match where 
we beat Moscow Torpedo at a neutral venue as 
our goalkeeper, who had been displaced from the 
league team by Fred Davies at the ti me, turned on 
the brilliance in Europe once again.

R.I.P. to all six of them.

Remembering our lost
Bluebirds.Bluebirds.
Paul Evans recalls Bluebirds who sadly left us in 2020.

Paul’s book “Real Madrid and all 
that” celebrating the upcoming 
fi ftieth anniversary of our win 
over the Spanish giants and 
remembering City’s momentous 
1970/71 season is available by 
scanning the QR code.
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Football, as someone once said, is a funny old game. For it exists on so 
many levels. Take tonight. A Champions League game in my own city. 

Champions v Champions, East v West. Connah’s Quay Nomads v FK Sarajevo….
and of course, that music. 

by David Collins

Trust member & South Wales-based Trust member & South Wales-based 
football writer David Collins experiences football writer David Collins experiences 
history being made as the Champions history being made as the Champions 
League came to the Cardiff  City Stadium. League came to the Cardiff  City Stadium. 
Read his refl ecti ons below.Read his refl ecti ons below.

Euro 
vision

The aspiring journalist in me seized the opportunity 
to cover this intriguing ti e. Would the lads 
from Connah’s Quay overcome their Bosnian 
counterparts, or would the Nomads meet their 
Waterloo in Cardiff ?
To the uniniti ated amongst you, Connah’s Quay 
Nomads are the current champions of Wales. The 
League comprises robust northern sides, the odd 
team from around the capital, and a smatt ering 
of other clubs scatt ered across the rest of Wales. 
Beneath the top ti er sits a network of teams from 
unpronounceable towns and hamlets.                                    
Euro restricti ons meant that the Nomads’ home 
venue, the Deeside stadium (500 seats) was 
deemed unsuitable for this momentous occasion. 
The club therefore switched the game to the Cardiff  
City Stadium (33,000 seats), the venue being a 
Uefa-covid compliant stadium.
Cardiff  is probably about as far from Connah’s 
Quay as it is possible to get, by the way, whilst sti ll 
remaining in Wales. My search engine tells me it’s 
a 6/7 hour round trip. Last year the club played at 
Rhyl’s Belle Vue in the Europa League qualifi ers. No 
wonder they call ‘em the Nomads.
So, we have a football match. Nomads in red, the 
Bosnians in chilling all black, without so much as a 
sponsorship logo. Even the coach wore a black suit. 
My notebook was poised, professionally secti oned 
off  into 6 x 15 minute segments. iPad at the ready. 
As I say, though, the evening would carry more 
weight for me than “who-scored-when-&-where.” 
The journalist in me checked the nati onality of 
the fourth offi  cial. The teenager in me silently 
noted that this intriguing evening completed my 
collecti on of having watched Welsh teams in all 
three major European competi ti ons, if you include 
the old Cup Winners Cup, which I do. 

The fi rst game I ever att ended saw Cardiff  City 
qualify for Europe via the 1968 Welsh Cup Final. 
Even Real Madrid once came a cropper at Ninian 
Park, Cardiff .
But it’s not all about the Capital. Ask a Newport 
County fan about Carl Zeiss Jena, a Barry Town fan 
about Aberdeen. Swansea, Wrexham, Cwmbran 
Town and TNS. All have enjoyed spells in the 
spotlight. Merthyr Tydfi l once beat Atalanta. That’s 
the equivalent of, say, Sutt on United beati ng Roma. 
Eerily, the game commenced. Players’ voiced 
clearly audible in the empty arena, the scouser-
like accents of the “home” team competi ng 
for dominati on over the Sounds of Sarajevo. 
Meanwhile, in another ti me zone, in a galaxy far 
away, the semi fi nal of last season’s Champions 
League was sti ll underway, as we witnessed the 
opening exchanges of this season’s tournament. Or 
was it next season’s?
Having observed a number of games at JD Premier 
Cymru level, to give the league its full ti tle, I prett y 
much knew what to expect. Fitness and fi nesse 
would be crucial.
Two minutes into the game, and the Nomads have 
11 men behind the ball. “Getti  ng stuck in” would 
not be an exaggerati on. Suddenly though, we have 
a free kick. 9 men forward! From the free kick, 
Michael Wilde puts a header inches wide for the 
North Walians. Coach Andrew Morrison is giving 
it large on the sideline. Great midfi eld challenge 
from Callum Morris. A Bosnian free kick sails over 
the bar.
Aft er a quarter of an hour, Benjamin Tatar has 
picked up a lovely through ball to round keeper 
Lewis Brass in some style. Suddenly the empty 

arena seems awash with celebrati ons from 
Sarajevo. The bouncing Bosnians in the stands 
(clothed in black) punched the night air wildly. I 
was now beginning to recognise this panache from 
the slick passing Yugoslavians of days gone by. 
Histrionics from Salcin aft er a nothing challenge. 
Yeh, this was more like it… Coach Andy Morrison 
booked for chopsing aft er 25 minutes. Assistant 
Craig Harrison could be next. 
The sturdy Sarajevo Skipper Ahmetovic sti cks a 
heft y (sic) challenge in on Brass as his colleagues 
conti nue to tumble under any sign of a challenge 
from the fully committ ed Nomads. A wild scythe 
sends Craig Curran tumbling. He goes down in a 
manner befi tti  ng of any self respecti ng Bosnian as 
the challenges and “injuries” explode all around 
us. A rasping drive from Roberts heralds some 
sort of mayhem in the box as scuffl  es and shouts 
of “Lino” punctuate the surroundings. Roberts is 
back defending now with a great challenge then 
emerges on the other fl ank to win a free kick. 
Sarajevo have the ball in the net but it’s ruled out. 
It’s been sti rring stuff  as we reach the interval.
Sameron Singh-Dool is introduced for the restart by 
the Nomads but if you’re expecti ng regular updates 
on all the forthcoming Sarajevo substi tuti ons, look 
away now. FK Sarajevo almost grab a second within 
seconds. Nomads try their hand at some slick 
passing but it comes to nothing.
Danny Holmes is catching my eye with some 
confi dent touches. Whoops, then concedes a free 
kick on the edge of the box. Rahmonovic almost 
makes him pay but his shot is defl ected wide. 
Nomads indulge in more nift y passing moves to 
inch forward. Aft er 57 minutes they win their fi rst 
corner, though some shoving in the box renders it 
fruitless.
The visitors conti nue to tumble as if their lives 
depend on it.
On 65 minutes, Tatar again shows his class to fi re 
home a second. It whizzes into the net across the 
wet surface. It could be a tall order from here boys. 
Sarajevo now content to roll the ball across the 
back four.

The Nomads were going down fi ghti ng but going 
down they surely were. They almost squeeze in 
a chance as a free kick reaches the box on 70 
minutes but…
The visitors were now content to defend with 
some sturdiness, giant skipper Ahmetovic leading 
the way from the front, his defensive colleagues 
repelling anything the Welsh lads could chuck into 
the box….which wasn’t much now, despite their 
conti nued eff orts to play it around. Sarajevo add 
another giant substi tute in the shape of Handzic. 
Hiram fi res narrowly over for the Nomads but 
we see an infringement anyway. It’s not going to 
happen is it? 
Callum Morris conti nues to direct operati ons in 
midfi eld. He seems to be playing much deeper as 
we enter the fi nal stages, Nomads almost concede 
a third.
It had been a bold eff ort but yes, fi nesse overcame 
fervour. The street-wise Bosnians knew the ropes 
too, the streets of Sarajevo being no place for the 
faint hearted I’ll wager. 
The European adventure was not over for the 
Nomads though, as they slipped into the Europa 
League to face Dinamo Tbilisi from Georgia on 17 
September. 
Make no mistake, these were proper European 
opponents with a decent pedigree. If the Cardiff  
ti e was a gallant display, this game, staged in 
Wrexham, took things to new heights. 
Aft er positi ve COVID-19 test results left  the 
Nomads with an enormous challenge to stage the 
ti e with only 14 men to choose from, Connah’s 
Quay Nomads eventually exited the Europa League 
at the second qualifying round aft er a 97th minute 
penalty from Dinamo Tbilisi’s Giorgi Gabedava. 
Jamie Insall’s overhead kick nearly brought honour 
to the Nomads but it was agonising defeat.
Similar narrow defeats for Bala and TNS made this 
a proud year for the Welsh clubs in Europe and 
who knows, maybe we are inching ever closer to 
even more glory in the years ahead.
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Ijumped at the opportunity to 
cover Cardiff ’s last scheduled 
game of last season. Just one 
point would mean our beloved 

Bluebirds fl ew into the Championship 
play-off  semi-fi nals. Our opponents, Hull 
City, the Tigers, meanwhile, were staring 
relegati on in the face. I was itching to know 
what the atmosphere would be like inside 
the stadium. Who would be there and how 
would you react when your team scored? 

It was a slightly unnerving experience 
to begin with. I felt rather grand driving 
through the barrier and parking right outside 
Recepti on. Stewards whom I recognised 
behind their facemasks shepherded me into 
Gate 5, the exact opposite of where I usually 
enter the ground. My temperature was 
checked with one of those plasti c handguns. 
I was given my pass and shown to my seat 
which was clearly marked with yellow tape.

As the players warmed up in front of me the 
quiet was broken every so oft en as the radio 
reporters piped up, speaking animatedly into 

their microphones for a few seconds. And 
then, silence again. I peered over the pitch 
longingly at my usual seat in the Ninian Stand, 
empty and sad under the dying summer light.

The tannoy blared out the same bland pop 
music, only the volume was not as high. The 
announcer went through both team line-ups 
as normal. I ti cked them off , Morrison and 
Nelson, Tomlin, Hoilett  and Mendez-Laing. 
Check.  But there was none of the usual 
applause for our heroes, no jeers for the 
oppositi on. To whom was the announcer 
talking to? 

Then came the referee’s whistle. The 
Bluebirds played with real confi dence and 
for once I knew it was only a matt er of ti me 
before we would score. Junior Hoilett  chested 
the ball down before smashing it into the 
bott om corner. Cue a few echoing handclaps 
from security staff . It never entered my head 
to jump up and shout. I just wrote down 
Junior’s name, the details of the move and 
the goal ti me.

Both sides then had good chances but Cardiff  
broke away again and our captain Sean 
Morison scored with a fi rm header. Two nil 
up in the fi rst half! In normal ti me we would 
have been going berserk. Helen would have 
given me a big hug, John would be doing a big 
fi st pump, his face contorted in delight. Again 
though, I just nodded knowingly and marked 
my notepad. This was not me. Not us. It just 
wasn’t the same.

So why are the fans so important at matches? 
The ‘buzz’ we associate with football is more 
than just sitti  ng together. It’s the pre-match 
drink and the walk to the ground. It’s the 
Werther’s toff ee handed down from the old 
man from Cwmbran who sits behind me, 
David Collins’s mock commentary in my left  
ear. It’s our shared love for the team. Of 
course the game itself is the focal point but 
it’s not the whole experience. 

The disadvantages of playing in an empty 
stadium go beyond the loss of atmosphere. 
Having no fans also removes the so-called 
‘home advantage.’ Stati sti cally teams do 
bett er when they play at home. A study 
of European football has shown that 
without fans present that advantage all but 
disappears. Home teams win 36% of the ti me 
when the stadium is empty. The away team 
wins 34% of the ti me. There really is very 
litt le diff erence.

As play resumed for the second half so did 
the noise from the pitch and the touchlines. 
Maybe Neil Harris and his coaching staff  
thought they could be heard by the referee. I 

did wonder though whether appealing a litt le 
less oft en might have been more producti ve. 

Hull started much more brightly. Yes the 
Tigers roared, but not for long and Cardiff  
made sure of the win in the 82nd minute 
with a goal from Danny Ward. Yet despite 
this absolute trouncing I didn’t feel any real 
emoti on. I was one step removed from it, 
oddly depersonalised. The other two or three 
reporters I spoke to told me they felt the 
same.

At the fi nal whistle despite Cardiff  City 
having made it to the play-off s there were no 
celebrati ons. There had been passion alright 
but it had all been on the pitch. Neil Harris 
commiserated with the Hull players as they 
traipsed down the tunnel to League One and 
there was polite applause from the three 
important people seated in the Directors Box. 

As for me? I trudged out into the night 
having done a job of work, my report fi led 
and pictures uploaded. Of course I was 
happy with the win and as we all were, 
nervous ahead of the play-off s. Had I enjoyed 
supporti ng my team in a crucial match even 
in these bizarre circumstances? Well, sort of. 
I was glad to have witnessed a game behind 
closed doors but I’m not sure I’d want to do 
it again. Football is nothing without fans. Just 
a television programme. We need us, the 
supporters, back in our seats. The EFL and the 
FA believe it can be done safely. Trials have 
been done and they are already allowing 
small crowds into games in other European 
countries. Let’s just do it!

Football
It seems we have just got used to not being able to watch the City from our 
own seats. But what’s it like to watch the Bluebirds in an empty Cardiff  City 
Stadium? Who else is there and how do you react when the Blues score? Trust 
member Tim Hartley donned his reporter’s hat to watch a match without fans 
and it was, well, very strange...

without fans

by Tim Hartley
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£100 earned £107 is paid out in wages. If this 
fi gure is calculated without matchday income 
the fi gure is 135%. Deloitt e suggested that, 
had clubs in this year operated at a 70% wage 
to revenue model, operati ng losses would 
have been reduced by £308m. If player wages 
were ti ed to the level of income there would 
be a greater chance of fi nancial sustainability 
and long-term health of clubs. As seen by the 
losses of both Bury, Macclesfi eld Town and a 
“mothballed” Merthyr Town, football is not 
above the pandemic and there may be further 
casualti es if acti on is not taken.

The FSA has also made a series of detailed 
proposals to the FA including a new Code 

of Practi ce on the Stewardship of Football 
Clubs which sets out guidance for clubs 
on people wanti ng to become Owners or 
Directors including Owners and Directors Tests 
“Disqualifying Conditi ons”. 

Detailed issues included which have caused 
problems in the past include – name changes, 
playing colours and badges, stadium locati on, 
training faciliti es, failure to honour wages, and 
tax commitments. The code would also stop 
owners loading debt onto a club in order to 
fi nance its purchase. The proposals have the 
support of the All-Party Parliamentary Group 
for Football Supporters.

Cardiff  City Supporters’ Trust as 
well as other Supporters’ groups 
from across the country under 
the umbrella of the Football 

Supporters Associati on have joined forces 
with politi cians and pundits to launch 
“Sustain The Game!” – a new campaign which 
calls for urgent acti on from the authoriti es to 
protect the existence of clubs throughout the 
game.

The fi nancial strains caused by Covid-19 have 
threatened many clubs and fans say urgent 
acti on is needed from the football authoriti es 
to help them survive.

The Football Supporters’ Associati on (FSA) 
is coordinati ng Sustain The Game! and says 
that while the current pandemic has brought 
many issues to an immediate head, there are 
long standing fi nance and governance matt ers 
which need to be fi xed.

The Government’s 2019 manifesto committ ed 
to a “fan led” review of football governance 
and the FSA says it wants to demonstrate the 
support within football for that to happen. 
The campaign is backed by fans’ organisati ons 
from almost all of the 92 Premier League and 
EFL clubs alongside those in the women’s 
game, non-league and high profi le ex-pros and 
pundits such as Jamie Carragher, Henry Winter, 
Colin Murray, Amy Lawrence, Guy Mowbray, 
and FSA Commentator of the Year Peter Drury.

Politi cal support comes in the shape of 
ex-sports minister Tracey Crouch, Labour’s 
shadow sports minister Alison McGovern 

and Liberal Democrats’ Daisy Cooper MP, the 
party’s sports spokesperson. The campaign 
is also backed by the cross-party All-Party 
Parliamentary Group for Football Supporters 
and many community-owned clubs including 
the newly-formed Bury AFC.

Campaign backers say the football authoriti es 
and government cannot sit back and watch as 
dozens of historic clubs are under immediate 
threat and could disappear altogether. 

In terms of fi nancial controls, the FSA argues 
that wage control is the key to the fi nancial 
health of EFL clubs. This maybe a statement of 
the obvious but research by Deloitt es Sports 
Group into Football Finance shows alarming 
trends. Covid-19 has highlighted the fragility 
of English Football, especially the EFL. Despite 
this a number of clubs are quite willing to 
break the bank to achieve promoti on to the 
Premier League. 

Despite the levels of revenue increasing 
season by season in the Championship, 
wages and operati ng losses are increasing 
commensurately. In the 2018/19 season 
matchday income accounted for 21% of 
revenue or £165m. It is this element that the 
pandemic has decimated.

If applied to the 2018/19 fi gures the loss of 
this revenue would not have impacted clubs as 
severely had they been more sensible in their 
approach to wage costs. This is the largest 
cost to the majority of clubs having an average 
wage to revenue rati o of 107% i.e. for every 

Football fi nance
The storm clouds gatherThe storm clouds gather
Rob Jeffery outlines Football Supporters’ Association proposals 
for the fi nancial health of clubs.

Sustain The Game! principles:

1
Protect our clubs
Football clubs are community assets and an important expression of 
individual and local identi ty, they deserve legal protecti on and urgent 
support to secure their future;

2
Transparency 
Everyone has a right to know who owns their club, and how clubs and 
the authoriti es operate. Owners are custodians of clubs on behalf of all 
of us;

3
Financial controls 
Fans want rules with real teeth which are independently enforced, 
clubs and leagues can’t be left  to regulate themselves;

4
Strengthen the pyramid
Football as a whole is wealthy, but we need a smarter and fairer use of 
the money in the game to encourage sustainability;

5
Supporter engagement
Fans are the lifeblood of the game, they need a voice in their clubs and 
on all issues that aff ect them and their communiti es.

by Rob Jeffery



bluebirds
brainteasersbrainteasers

1 For which club did Malky Mackay make most appearances as a 
player?

2
His only appearance for his fi rst club was as a substi tute in the 1994 
FA Charity Shield at Wembley Stadium and he later went on to be a 
City favourite  - who is he?

3 He made 235 appearances for the City in the noughti es and is now 
coaching at The Terrors – who is he?

4 Two Icelandic Internati onals have played for the City – one is Aron 
Gunnarsson who is the other?

5 He played 24 ti mes for us between 2012 and 2014 and his namesake, 
according to Bill Shankly, “wasn’t born, he was quarried” – who is he?

6
Currently with Panathinaikos this player scored 6 ti mes in 27 games 
for us between 2014 and 2016 before we lent him to Notti  ngham 
Forest and eventually cancelling his contract – who is he?

7 Which former Cardiff  City manager is a UNICEF Ambassador?

8 Which current City player has the middle names Roberto Francisco?

9 Which former Cardiff  City player won 3 Scotti  sh Premiership ti tles and 
a Scotti  sh FA Cup between 2012 and 2014?

10
He was in the City matchday squad for the 2010 Championship Play 
Off  Final and currently plays for Morecambe FC in League Two – who 
is he?

Trust member Rob Jeff ery has come up with some great 
questi ons to test your Cardiff  City knowledge. A £50 prize goes 
to the lucky winner  and 2 runners up prizes of Trust Member 
Paul Evans’s new book “Real Madrid and All That” – a look at the 
1970/71 season which defi ned Cardiff  City for the remainder of 
the 20th Century.

To be in with a chance of winning the prizes, members should email answers to members@ccfctrust.org  or post them 
to CCST, PO Box 4254, Cardiff  CF14 8FD. The winners will be chosen by drawing lots.


