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Hello and welcome to the latest edition of 
Moving To A Different Beat. 

As a new league campaign kicks off there’s 
a lot for fans to talk about and with that in mind 
we’ve got plenty of fresh features.

There’s an exclusive interview with Kevin Mc-
Naughton who talks of his hopes for Malky 
Mackay’s side. We’ve also had a chat to City legend 
Don Murray who takes a trip down memory lane, 
while BBC pundit Rob Phillips gives his view from 
the Commentator’s Box. 

There’s also a roundup of what the Trust has 
been getting up to and plenty of news on the Fred 
Keenor Statue Appeal.

I hope you enjoy it and as always, if you want to 
get involved, please get in touch at: 

help@ccfctrust.org

or

CCST
PO Box 4254
CARDIFF
CF14 8FD
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Game on for Ty Hafan
The Trust recently took on the parents of Ty Hafan 
children’s hospice for a charity match in Pon-
typridd. Thanks to Ketty for organising this one. 
It was great game and we all retired to the Rose 
and Crown to celebrate with food, raffle and yes… 
a drink or two. The match and festivities raised 
funds for a very worthy cause. Well done to all 
involved.

Stand up if you want a 
Laugh
Another fundraiser saw new talent on the Welsh 
stand up circuit give it their all at the Duke of 
Clarence in Canton. My favourite one goes like 
this – two fish in a tank and one says to the other, 
‘How do you drive this thing?’ The other fish goes, 
‘My God, a fish that can talk!’ 

A Word from the Chair
What a season – time to look back… and forward
Ok so we were ultimately left disappointed last season and I know a lot of people felt let down by 
the boys. But hope springs eternal and let’s all get behind the team for the new season. With a 
new manager in place and players being signed it’s been a busy time for the club. 
It’s also been a hectic time for the Trust too and it was great to see new faces at the last two open 
meetings we held. We need as many people to come and join us in the Trust and I thought it would 
be an idea for us to look back on some of the things we have been doing over the last few months. 

Fun time in Grangetown
Trust members again attended the annual Grange-
town Carnival to spread the word about the 
City. Our Golden Boot, which will be given to the 
Trust’s player of the season, was a big draw and 
we even got the support of the Lord Mayor for the 
new season.

Supporters Direct
Supporters Trusts are part of a UK wide organisa-
tion called Supporters Direct (SD) which aims 
to promote fans participation and ownership of 
football clubs. 
SD faced a big cut in its funding this year and we 
as a Trust have lobbied politicians to ensure their 
work can continue. 
We also submitted evidence to a parliamentary 
inquiry into football governance. The Trust argued 
for a new Football Law which promotes the rights 
of supporters and ensures that clubs are properly 
run.

Keenor – our hero
The Fred Keenor statue appeal has been as busy 
as ever. (You can read the second part of Dave 
Sugarman’s history of Fred in this issue.) 
We now have Craig Bellamy on board as patron 
of the appeal and our thanks must go to the fun-
draising team for all the quizzes, the race night, 

curries and bucket collections. Come on, let’s get 
the statue built!

Our friends from Chasetown
Friendship in football was the order of the day 
when the Trust and the Supporters’ Club hosted 
our friends from Chasetown Football Club before 
the Middlesbrough game.
More than 70 came down from the Midlands club 
and they said they had enjoyed a fantastic day – 
apart from the result! Cardiff City kindly provided 
tickets for the game while the Trust and Support-
ers’ Club laid on the hospitality at the Duke of 
Clarence.

Bowled over for the 
Keenor appeal
Trust members enjoyed a great night of skittles 
with our friends at the Merthyr Tydfil Supporters 
Trust at Taffs Well Ex-Serviceman’s Club. The event 
also provided a boost to the Fred Keenor Statue 
Fund – with a raffle helping to raise £156.

Pictured are comedians Chris Chopping, Andy 
Wooding, Iestyn Jones and Patrick Harries.

Craig Bellamy is pictured with Graham Keenor (left) 
and Tim Hartley
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Super Kev
Super Kevin McNaughton was a worthy winner of the 
Trust’s Golden Boot award. 
Trust members voted overwhelmingly in favour of giv-
ing its Outstanding Achievement Award at the Cardiff 
City Supporters’ Club Annual Awards to the Bluebirds 
defender. 
Well done, Kev, for a consistently high standard of 
performance.

Trust 5-a-side Tournament
The Trust Community five-a-side tournament again 
drew teams from all over South Wales to the House of 
Sport at the Stadium. 
Trelewis Boys’ Club were worthy winners beating Tim’s 
Team, a side managed by er, yes, me! We lost 3-1.  
Well done Trelewis and we will see you all again next 
year.

Kevin is pictured with Trust vice 
chair Tracey Marsh and chair Tim 
Hartley

Rakesh Lunia is pictured with Amogh Gupte

A Word from the Chair

Phew – those were just some of the things the Trust has organised, and 
that is just since April this year.  I would like to thank all the Trust Board 
members and the club itself for their support and also everyone who 

has helped this year, especially Eric and Linda at the Duke and Snowy at the 
Rose and Crown. 
The Trust has already got a lot planned for the weeks and months ahead. We 
are hoping to meet Malky and the players on a regular basis this season. 
We will be offering members a chance to see a presentation from Supporters 
Direct about safe standing in grounds and we will be doing more social events 
and also making more contact with other supporters’ trusts. 
There’s a lot to look forward to this season in the Championship. Don’t they 
say ‘The only way is up!’? Well, let’s hope so.

Tim Hartley
Chairman

Trelewis Boys Club. 5-a-side winners again!

New to the City
We helped welcome new migrants to Cardiff in April- and what better way to say ‘Croeso’ 
than to taken them down the City. 
Participants from Poland, Congo, Sudan, India and Libya attended the Barnsley game. The sun 
was shining and despite the 2 -2 draw I’m glad to say they all had a great time. 
We got a lot of positive feedback and they all said they would definitely be coming back to 
watch another game.

The Trust skittles team which took on our friends from 
Merthyr Tydfil
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Super Kev: Q & A

DT – How did you find pre-season?

KMcN – It was tough but that’s what you need really. Most 
of the boys came back in good nick anyway. Pre-season is 
all about getting yourself fit and getting your touch back, so 
doing so much work with the ball really helped.

DT – Despite failing to gain promotion, last season was 
a great year for you personally, winning both the Sup-
porters’ Trust Outstanding Achievement Award and the 
Supporters’ Club Player of the Year Award. Did you expect 
those accolades, given the calibre of players at the club 
last term?

KMcN – No, not at all. I think a few of the lads’ perform-
ances may have been a bit patchy and perhaps that’s the 
reason I pipped it in the end - because I’m a bit of a ‘Steady 
Eddie’. I just try to get on with my job, but there were a lot 
of quality players in the squad last season, so to get picked 
before them is obviously a great honour.

DT – You started your career at Aberdeen so how did you 
come to enrol into the youth system at Pittodrie and how 
did you find your time there?

KMcN – I used to train with a couple of teams when I was 
younger – Dundee United and Celtic, but I loved the set-up 
at Aberdeen. It was always football related and skill related. 
Every time I went up to Aberdeen to train with the lads it 
was great. I loved it up there so that was the main reason 
I signed and, thankfully, I got my chance pretty early in my 
career.

DT - And you won a Scottish international call-up while 
you were there?

KMcN – Yeah, I must have been about 19 or something. My 

first couple of seasons were brilliant. I won 
Young Player of the Year one season, which 
again, was out-of-the-blue as there were 
quite a few good young players. I damaged 
knee ligaments though when I was 20, so 
that set me back a bit. But then I got an op-
portunity to sign for Cardiff and since then 
I’ve loved every minute.

DT – Dave Jones signed you for Cardiff in May 
2006. How did your move down south come 
about?

KMcN – I had a couple of options actually: to play 
in Holland in the Dutch League as well as a couple 
of other teams down here as well. But at the time 
I thought it would be great to have a crack at the 
Championship. Cardiff was an ambitious club when 
I first came and to see how things have developed 
they’ve been true to their word. They were pushing 
for things when I first signed and things have developed 
well.

DT – Like every professional footballer, you want 
to play at the highest level. Do you think you can 
achieve that at Cardiff?

KMcN - Another reason in coming down is that 
you’ve got that big carrot, the Premier League. 
When I first talked to Cardiff they said the ambition 
was to push for that. Probably last season, with the 
squad we had, was our best shot at it (promotion), 
so that was disappointing in that sense, but I still 
think this club is pushing for it. Now we’ve got a new 
manager and a new set-up I think everybody has 

Dave Jones’ Bluebirds team last season was packed with star players such as 
Craig Bellamy, Jay Bothroyd and Michael Chopra.

But defender Kevin McNaughton’s consistent and committed performances meant he 
outshone the club’s treasure trove of big name players when fans’ groups handed out their end-of-
season awards.

In an exclusive interview at the club’s Vale of Glamorgan base, Dundee-born ‘Super Kev’ Mc-
Naughton (KMcN) talked to David Towler (DT) about the failure to gain promotion last season, the 
departure of Dave Jones, his hopes for the new season, the Premiership and that incident with 
assistant referee Sian Massey.

Photographs courtesy of Pete Thomas, Cardiff City
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Super Kev: Q & A

been given a lift because of that. So with fresh 
faces in, hopefully, we can kick on.

DT - What position did you start playing in and 
how did your game become to be so accom-
plished anywhere along the back four? 

KMcN – I played centre half when I was younger, 
but a couple of lads got injured so I played left 
back during my first season at Aberdeen. Then we 
signed a left back at Aberdeen and they put me 
right back, so I played two seasons left back, two 
seasons right back, but I originally started playing 
at centre half.

DT - Do you have a preferred position or pre-
ferred foot now then? 

KMcN - I’m a lot better with my right foot, my 
left is mainly for standing on to be honest. I don’t 
really mind, I’ve probably played my best football 
at left back to be fair, but to be honest with you 
as long as I’m playing I’m happy and as long as the 
team is doing well that’s all that matters.

DT – Were you disappointed to see Dave Jones 
leave, having been signed by him and working 
with him for a number of years?

KMcN - That’s a difficult one. I’ve played under 
four managers, some you get on well with, some 
you don’t, but as long as you’re playing, trust me 
- you don’t care. I was playing pretty much every 
week under Dave, so as long as the new manager 
does the same I’ll be happy. But that’s football 
– I’ve seen a lot of my friends, especially when 

I was younger, being shipped off, it’s not nice to 
see, and when a manager goes it’s the same. But 
that’s part and parcel of football. New manager, 
new job - you’ve just got to get on with it.

DT - What do you think went wrong last season?

KMcN – Just the consistency throughout the 
squad wasn’t good enough. There were too many 
patches throughout the season where we were 
losing two or three on the spin, it’s alright losing 
one game and bouncing back from it; not to men-
tion drawn games, but we lost a lot of games we 
shouldn’t have. Our form over the season wasn’t 
good enough. We picked it up towards the end of 
the season but we just didn’t have enough to get 
over that finishing line, again. It’s obviously hugely 
disappointing. I don’t think we got over the fact 
that we missed out on second place either, that 
didn’t help matters.

DT – Was there a fear factor going into the play-
offs, given what happened in the final the year 
before?

KMcN - It wasn’t so much that, I was looking for-
ward to the play-offs – it would be a magnificent 
way to go up. I think the first year’s experience 
(vs. Blackpool) was difficult for me, I was injured 
at the time, I had just come back into my fitness 
and I wasn’t playing particularly well. But I went 
into the play-offs this time pretty confident we 
were going to do it because our form at the end 
of the season wasn’t too bad.

DT – I can still remember that goal-saving tackle 

during the second half in the semi-final away to 
Reading - it looked like you were giving every-
thing you had with the home leg to come.

KMcN – I was as disappointed as anyone with 
what happened. The home game was hugely 
disappointing. 

We started well and then gave stupid goals away, 
again, which was probably story of our season - 
looking good in spells, but in the end not grinding 
out the results.

DT – Malky MacKay seems to be adopting a more 
long-term strategy with regards to new signings 
in comparison to Dave Jones’ perhaps over-re-
liance on loan players last season. Do you think 
that will serve us well this time round?

KMcN – Yeah, I think so. I’m don’t know if it was 
down to attitudes of loan players or anything like 
that (last season), but I suppose when you make a 
permanent move to a club you’re settled here so 
you know you need to work for your place. Maybe 
as a loan player you’ve always got a thought at 
the back of your mind that you can go back to 
your parent club no matter what happens. I think 
it’s better for the squad as well - people can 
develop together as a team. If boys are signed on 
two year contracts, or whatever it is, it does help.

DT – What about this year’s expectations? What 
about promotion?

KMcN - There’s always a surprise package and I 
think we’re capable of doing it this season – being 

Photographs courtesy of Pete Thomas, Cardiff City
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that surprise package. Look at Blackpool a couple 
of years ago, nobody expected it but it came good 
for them at the right time.

DT – And dare I say it our near neighbours last 
year...

KMcN – Yeah, well that’s it, they’re who we look 
to emulate now this season. We may not have 
brought the big stars in yet but we’ve certainly 
brought in workers, and there is quality there as 
well.

DT – You’re quite a worker yourself; you seem to 
be a hero with the City fans, why do you think 
we’ve taken such a shine to you? 

KMcN – I don’t know whether it’s with the silver 
hair or what? They’ve been brilliant from the 
word go, obviously one of my main attributes is 
my work rate and I think they’ve taken to that 
fact. I do put everything in to every performance, 
whether I’m playing well or not I try to give my 
best, which I think any supporter appreciates. 

DT – Despite having now firmly established your 
name at the club, what are your ambitions left in 
football?

KMcN - Just to get into the Premier League with 
Cardiff, or win something with Cardiff would be 
great. We got to the final of the FA Cup which 
was a great experience but I think I would retire 
happy if we managed to get Cardiff in the Premier 
League and had a crack at it.

DT - Do you still have any aspirations internation-
ally?

KMcN - I’m coming up to 29 now so I’ve not really 
played enough international football to let it af-
fect me. I’m just concentrating on playing well for 
Cardiff and as long as I’m doing that you’ve always 
got a chance, we shall wait and see.

DT – As any Cardiff fan would know, you would 
do anything to get to a ball or make a tackle. The 
incident with assistant referee Sian Massey last 
season, in which you collided with her during the 

home match against Middlesbrough, 
led to headlines in the national 
media. Were you disappointed or 
surprised with the reaction in the 
press following that?

KMcN – I wasn’t bothered at the 
time. Obviously, in hindsight, I prob-
ably should have looked back to see if 
she was alright and checked. 

In the situation of the game, we were 
3-0 down and my head wasn’t in the 
best place to be honest so I just ran 
back to get in position. I wasn’t really 
thinking straight, but at no point was 
it going through my mind to run into 
a linesman or lineswoman. There 
were some reports saying it was part 
of a dressing-room dare, so it all got 
out of hand to be honest with you. 
But the only thing I regret is not ask-
ing if she was alright but I looked over to her later 
on in the game and she was laughing so fair play 
to her. She just got on with it.

DT – What’s the biggest difference you’ve wit-
nessed since you’ve come to the club?

KMcN – The training now is a lot more intensive. 
The manager has left no stone unturned, the 
gaffer’s set-up for training is great. We actually 
prepare for training now, and there are sessions 
in the pool after training to make sure we’re all 
fit and well. The main emphasis this season is to 
work hard as a team and to be fitter than other 
teams, which perhaps wasn’t our main asset 
previously.

DT – That’s interesting, I thought you would say 
the stadium – do you miss playing at Ninian Park 
or do you prefer the new stadium?

KMcN – I loved Ninian Park to be fair, I was happy 
with it. I probably preferred playing there just 
because of the atmosphere. I think the atmos-
phere at the new stadium is still developing, we 
haven’t quite settled there yet but I don’t think it 

will be too long before it’ll have the same sort of 
atmosphere. It was special Ninian Park – you can’t 
recreate the old stadiums, it’s difficult. I loved it - 
there were some great games there.

DT –Who do you support? There’s extra points 
for answering Cardiff!

KMcN - I was brought up a Dundee supporter, 
Dundee FC, that’s been my team all my life. But 
when I played for Aberdeen I was an Aberdeen 
supporter, that’s the team you play for, and I still 
look out for their results. It’s the same with Car-
diff and when the time comes that I leave Cardiff, 
I’ll look out for their results as well.

DT – And finally, what do you do in your spare 
time?

KMcN - I like a bit of golf, some of the boys play 
too, so when we have a chance we’ll go away and 
play. Other than that I enjoy putting my feet up 
when I’ve got the chance!

Super Kev: Q & A

Photographs courtesy of Pete Thomas, Cardiff City
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There are a lot of excel-
lent reasons to join the 
Cardiff City Supporters’ 

Trust – so thank you to all 
those who have already done 
so and to those who haven’t 
yet - why haven’t you?

We will soon have our very own 
office at the stadium, located just 
to the right of Gate 5 so getting in 
touch with us will never have been 
easier. If you haven’t joined yet 
please come and find us for a chat. 
We simplified the membership 
system last year and it’s now only £12 a year and 
children under 16 are completely free.

One of the main reasons to join the Trust is so 
that your voice can be heard. You will never have 
to feel that your voice is on its own, instead you’ll 
know that you are part of a democratic group of 
fans whose only concern is that Cardiff City Foot-
ball Club does well, both on and off the pitch. We 
regularly meet with the club and, therefore,you 
know that your opinion will always count.  

There is a membership group that meets 
regularly to review what members “get” for being 
part of the Trust. Hopefully, you came to the end 
of season party we had which celebrated the 
achievements of some of the Cardiff City players 
who beat Real Madrid in 1971. It was a really fun 
evening and the stories that were told that night 
will be repeated for many years to come by those 
who attended! 

Pictured at the Real Madrid evening are, left to 
right, Steve Derrett; Bobby Woodruff; Rob Phillips 
(BBC Wales football commentator); Don Murray; 
Leighton Phillips and Gary Bell

If you weren’t able to make that evening though 
don’t worry as the plan for 2011-12 is to hold 
two similar events. The intention is to have one 
mid-way through the year and then another 
end of season party. We also hope to have two 

Trust News

Pictured at the Real Madrid evening are, left to right, Steve Derrett; Bobby Woodruff; Rob 
Phillips (BBC Wales football commentator); Don Murray; Leighton Phillips and Gary Bell

smaller events in conjunction with the club for 
members only.

Each month there is a board meeting which 
is generally followed by an open meeting. 
Please try and come along to these meetings 
as you have a chance to meet other members/
non-members and also learn more about 
what’s going on in the Trust. Dates, times and 
locations are always advertised on the website 
(www.ccfctrust.org) and e-mails are sent out to 
members.

Finally, if you have changed any of your 
details recently e.g. address, e-mail address, 

then please let us know via one of the address 
below.

Tracey Marsh 
Vice Chair and  
Membership
Contact:  
members@ccfctrust.
org or  
help@ccfctrust.org

Win a Real Madrid Poster
We’re offering members only the chance to win a copy of the superb poster 
advertising the Real Madrid v Cardiff clash at the Bernabeu. It has also been signed on 
the back by those players attending the Trust Real Madrid evening.

All you have to do is answer the following simple question. Who was the manager of 
Cardiff City when the club played Real Madrid? Send the answer with your details to 
members@ccfctrust.org by Wednesday, August 31. A draw will then the held and the 
lucky winner informed.
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We’re nearing the pinch point when we can 
ask artist Roger Andrews to begin work on 
the tribute to Fred Keenor and the rest of the 

1927 FA Cup winning team. 

So far more than £51,000 has been collected or pledged and 
when we reached £60,000 we can invite Roger to start creating 
this wonderful statue. The final cost, including the five-foot 
high plinth, is £85,000.

Events, big and small, have been held thick and fast since the 
last edition of the magazine – from curry and race nights to a 
skittles evening, quizzes and football matches while Matthew 
Bullock and Richard Lewis have run marathons. Supporters 
have been so generous.

Bucket collections have been staged before City home games 
and the Wales v England international, bringing in thousands of 
pounds for the appeal. Cardiff City donated £1 from adult ticket 
sales at pre-season games and invited supporters to give to the 
appeal when renewing season tickets for 2011-12.

Local businessmen, such as Jon Bassett, Dilwar Ali, Wayne 
Matthews, Clayton Jones and Tim Wegener have been very 
supportive and we were pleased to receive a £500 donation 
from Marston’s, owners of The Sand Martin pub and restaurant 
next to the stadium. Individual fans have chipped in with 
cheques for the appeal – ranging from £5 to £500.

The profile of our fundraising campaign was raised after Craig 
Bellamy agreed to become patron of the appeal while Cardiff 
council named the road leading to the stadium after Fred.

Proceeds have – at the time of publication – also to 
come from sales of The Stand’s I’ll Be There single. 
Jonny Owen and the lads really put their all into this 
fundraiser. 

We were also pleased to receive the backing of eight 
members of the Welsh Assembly for the appeal, 
including Cardiff AMs Julie Morgan, Mark Drakeford 
and Vaughan Gething. They wrote to the Sports 

Minister Huw Lewis in support of our campaign. 
Julie has already secured a meeting with the 
minister.

The Keenor statue will rest on a plinth on a 
triangular piece of land opposite the Gate 3 entrance 
into the stadium and because of its location will be seen 
from Leckwith Road.

You can help by buying Fred Keenor badges and the 
miniature statues which would make great early Christmas 
presents. The badges cost £3 and the miniatures £39.99. 
We’ll also be selling specially designed Keenor T-shirts at £15 
from the start of the new season. All these items are 
available from the club shop and from the new Trust 
office due to open at the stadium in time for the 
start of the season. 

We can achieve our dream with your continued 
support and have our own tribute to a true City 
legend – just like clubs ranging from Swansea to 
Manchester United to Ipswich and Leeds.

Donations to the appeal fund can be made through the Co-
operative Bank: 

Account name: –   Fred Keenor Statue Fund or FKSF, Account no    
65392368,  Sort Code 08-92-99.

Cheques can also be sent c/o CCST to PO Box 4254, Cardiff, 
CF14 8FD.

Please add the words “Fred Keenor Appeal” on the top of the 
envelope.

Keenor Appeal Tops £50,000 
Thanks So Much For Your Generosity
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Interview: Don Murray

As centre-halves go, Don Murray 
goes down as one of Cardiff 
City’s finest. Born in Elgin, 
Aberdeenshire, he was given 
the captain’s armband at the 

age of 19 and led them to several fairytale 
European victories, the legacy of which still 
lives on. 

“I was 14 years of age and Cardiff City had a 
scouting network in Scotland,” explains Don, from 
his home on the outskirts of Cardiff. 

“There was a fellow called Jimmy Shanks who 
lived six miles away from my village who watched 
me play for my youth team Burghead Thistle. 
He spoke to my parents and asked whether they 
would be prepared to let me go for a trial with 
Cardiff City.

“I was also being looked at by Aberdeen, but 
my father felt I would have a far better chance of 
making the grade at Cardiff, who were in the top 
division at the time, because Aberdeen had the 
pick of all the kids in the north of Scotland.” 

Don made the move and never looked back, 
totalling 406 league appearances for the club over 
a 12 year period. He would also go on to face the 
likes of Porto, Real Madrid and Hamburg in the 
European Cup Winners Cup. 

“When I arrived at Cardiff they were captained 
by Scottish centre-half Danny Malloy. There was 
another lad Gordon Fraser, who was transferred 
from Rothes in the Highland League, and he was 
in the same digs with me. We were living down 
Victoria Park at the time and by coincidence our 
landlady was from Glasgow. So that helped to set-
tle me in,” said Don. 

Signed by Bill Jones, Don was given his debut 
aged 17 by George Swindin, who succeeded Jones 
after a poor start to the 1962/63 season.  

Photographs courtesy of Media Wales

By David Towler“We were playing Middlesbrough at Ayresome 
Park,” recalls Don. “When George Swindin told 
me he was going to give me my debut I was 
frightened to death. I told him: ‘I’m not good 
enough, I can’t play, I’m not ready!’ But he said: 
‘If you’re good enough, you’re big enough and 
you’ve got it. Mark my words, you’ll be fine.’ 

“We got beat 3-2 but it was one of the most 
exciting things that happened to me in my life. I 
mean, I was marking the England centre-forward 
at the time Alan Peacock, and he scored after 12 
minutes or so – my chin almost hit my knees.  But 
I was surrounded by class players - Ivor Allchurch 
put his arm around me and said: ‘Hey, pick your 
chin up, you’re doing really well, you carry on the 
way you’re playing.’ They were great to me the 
senior players. 

 “I was in the team the next week and I think I 
played about five or six games that season.”  

Despite an encouraging start, Don’s chances of 
first-team football the following season looked 
slim due to a signing that would rock the football 

world -the arrival of Welsh international and 
former Juventus star John Charles, who was 
equally adept playing at centre-half as he was 
centre-forward.  

“Sure enough at the start of the following sea-
son I went back into the reserves and John started 
as centre-half in the first team,” said Don. “But 
after six or seven matches, John got injured and 
they brought me back in. When John returned 
from injury they decided to put him in at centre-
forward and I kept my place at centre-half.  

“Then we went into a couple of European Cup 
ties and they moved John back into the defence 
to play alongside myself and I would go on to 
partner ‘Big John’ in several European Cup ties 
after that.  

“I have seen him chest a ball further than some 
blokes can kick it. His experience was absolutely 
invaluable to a young side as we were back then. 
I used to be in awe of some of the things he 
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would do. He would jump to head a ball on 
the penalty spot when the attacking team 
knocked a ball into our box and instead of 
doing what a mere mortal like me would 
do and head it away as far as possible, 
John would just coolly head it back to our 
‘keeper. That was the confidence of the 
man, he was something else.” 

Despite the arrival of Il Gigante Buono (the 
Gentle Giant), John Charles, from Roma, 
George Swindin failed to get 

City promoted and after finishing 15th in 
1963/64 he resigned. He was replaced by Jimmy 
Scoular – who made Don Murray his captain 
aged 19. 

“There weren’t many opposition captains I 
came across that were as young as me,” said 
Don. “Jimmy Scoular thought I was the one, 
ready at 19 to lead, and lead by example. Bearing 
in mind we had players like, Ivor Allchurch, and 
there’s me at 19, and there’s a Welsh interna-
tional with 70 odd caps, but everyone accepted 
the appointment. I had the respect of the play-
ers.” 

Through qualification by winning the Welsh 
Cup, the Bluebirds flew the flag for Wales in the 
European Cup Winners Cup during Jimmy Scou-
lar’s reign and Don captained the side during the 
club’s furthest forays in European competitions. 

“My debut was the biggest game I played in,” 
confirms Don. “But you always dreamt of playing 
teams like Real Madrid, they were one of the 

top teams in the world as they are now, and in 
1971 it came true for us. We had played some 
top sides in Europe: Porto, Hamburg, Juventus, 
Roma, we were fairly used to playing big games 
at that time. Even though we were in the old sec-
ond division, our cup runs were quite lengthy on 
occasions, don’t forget we got to the semi-finals 
against Hamburg, so we had no fear of playing 
Real Madrid.  

When we played them at Ninian Park, and we 
all know the result, we could have beaten them 
4-0 that night, we had the chances to really bury 
them. Even at the Bernabeu, I thought we played 
well, unlucky with the couple of the goals we 
lost, but it was a huge achievement and the ef-
fort from the lads was unbelievable.” 

As well as the glamour ties against Europe’s 
elite, Cardiff City’s foreign adventurers during the 
Jimmy Scoular era also saw them travel to some 
of European football’s more obscure destina-
tions.  

Don on...
Drinking
“We always had a drink after the 
game. Maybe if we play on Saturday 
maybe on Tuesday evening. But two 
or three days before a game? No, ab-
solutely not! I was surprised with the 
Middlesborough debacle, it just tells 
me they lost respect for somebody, 
maybe Dave Jones I don’t know. But 
that was the clue Dave had lost the 
dressing-room.  
But we had respect for Jimmy Scoular; 
we would never have done that. Off 
the field, if we were abroad after a 
match having a meal, Jimmy would say 
to me: ‘You’re responsible for this lot!’, 
‘How can I be responsible for a 34 
year old?’, ‘You’re Captain of this club 
now and you’re responsible!’ he said. 
Fair dues, the boys always, always, 
behaved themselves and respected 
the name of Cardiff City; we’d never 
drag the name of the club through the 
mud.” 

Bothroyd  
“Jay Bothroyd would not have survived 
with my old manager, Jimmy Scoular. 
Jimmy used to say: ‘If you’re hurt 
stay down and let get the trainer on, 
but if you’re not, get back up on your 
feet because we need you!’ If you go 
down people will think you’re soft as 
hell. He would have been lashed from 
pillar to post, people talk about Fergie 
giving out hair-dryer-treatment, Jimmy 
Scoular would have given him a right 
tongue lashing and he wouldn’t have 
spent all that time on his backside, I 
can assure you.” 

Tackling  
“I think tackling is going out of the 
game. Some of the tackles we did 
years ago, you wouldn’t see  >> 

CCST Interview: Don Murray

Fact File

Don Murray
DOB: 18/01/1946
Clubs (Apps, Goals):
Cardiff City    (406, 6) 
Swansea City - Loan  (6, 0) 
Heart of Midlothian  (38, 0)
Newport County   (18, 0)

International:
Scotland U23 (1 Cap)

Photographs courtesy of Media Wales
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“We had to play Moscowpedo (Torpedo Mos-
cow) in one European Cup tie,” reminisces Don. 
“We couldn’t play them in Moscow because the 
weather conditions at the time wouldn’t allow 
it. So we had to go to the old Soviet Uzbekistan, 
300 miles from the Chinese border. It was quite 
an experience. To get to the training ground 
we travelled through the outskirts of Tashkent, 
which had been hit a couple of years previous by 
an earthquake, there were flattened buildings 
and open sewer systems everywhere. Soccer 
was state run back then in Russia, there were 
270,000 applications for tickets, such was the in-
terest in the match over there, we played in front 
of 80,000 at the stadium in Tashkent.” 

Despite flying high in Europe, domestically the 
Bluebirds were unable to realise their aim of 
promotion to the top tier, and Don admits Dave 
Jones’ recent tenure drew parallels with Jimmy 
Scoular’s reign.   

“We underachieved if anything, a couple of 
seasons I really felt we had the quality to go up, 
but we always fell short. Jimmy said, ‘Don, we 
just weren’t good enough.’ And he was exactly 
right. The number of times we fell short right at 
the final hurdle - the same has happened over 
the last few seasons. We weren’t good enough, 
and that is the bottom line.”

 Years after his career ended Don 
found out a number of top clubs had 
bid for him when he was playing at 
his peak.  

“In hindsight, I think I could have 
left Cardiff City. No disrespect to 
the club, but at international level I 
captain Scotland at youth level but I 
missed out on a full cap.  It was years 
later I found out that bids were made 
for me,” explains Don. “The records 
are open to supporters now and Aston 
Villa, Birmingham and Everton had 
come in for me, but Cardiff City didn’t 
consider them. 

“I didn’t know about the offers, I 
always had it in my mind that we would 
be promoted, unfortunately it never 
happened. If I was to realise my full-cap 

ambitions I would had to have gone. But I have 
no regrets.”  

Towards the end of his spell at Cardiff, Don, 
despite now being synonymous with the club, 
joined fierce rivals Swansea on loan. 

“John Charles was responsible, Harry Gregg 
the old Man United goalkeeper was manager 
at the time and Swansea were struggling a bit,” 
explains Don. 

“I was coming to the end of my career and John 
made an enquiry to the club to let me out on 
loan to help them out. It put bread on my table. 
I had no qualms about playing for Swansea at 
all, there was rivalry between the clubs always 
has been always will be, but both sets of fans 
accepted me fine. I had no problem going there 
as a Cardiff City player at Swansea nor did I have 
coming back, there was no venom at all. My 
relationship with the Cardiff City supporters has 
always been spot on.”  

As far as Cardiff City fans are concerned the 
sentiments are mutual and the tough-tackling 
lynchpin is still remembered as one of Cardiff 
City’s most revered stalwarts. 

He said: “I’ve always been comfortable in the 
company of Cardiff City Supporters. Even to this 
day, out and about people talk to me about days 
gone by, it’s unbelievable.” 

Don on...
players for nine months now. It’s a 
shame; I think tackling is an important 
part of the game, but it’s becoming 
less and less now.” 

DJ 
“I don’t think he deserved to be 
sacked, but it’s a results business and 
the opportunity has been there and 
unfortunately for him and everyone 
we didn’t make it.” 

Malky 
“I hope everything goes well for him. 
The Malaysians will look to go for 
promotion again but I think anything 
better than mid-table and he would 
have done a good job.” 

Swansea  
“The night before I got married I 
played in a derby game against Swan-
sea at the Vetch and I got a smack in 
the eye. I turned up the next day with 
my wife-to-be with this enormous 
black eye. She wasn’t happy.”   

Cash  
“If was played today I wouldn’t be hav-
ing £100k a week, I’d be happy with 
£30k. But money wasn’t important 
as it seems to be today, we loved the 
game, we wanted to play the game, if 

the money was there it was there, 
but it wasn’t important.”   

 Jimmy  
“He was fearsome, but he was 
a lovely fella, he pulled no 
punches, if he had something to 
say he said it. He had tremen-
dous respect because he was a 
top class player himself; he was 
a player’s man.”  

CCST Interview: Don Murray

Photographs courtesy of Media Wales
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1999/2000 Season Review
Fowler experiment fails as City see in 
the new Millennium with relegation

By Paul 
Evans

In the previous magazine I recalled the 1998/99 
promotion campaign, so it seems logical to 
carry on from there this time around.

The summer of 1999 saw quite a few changes 
at Ninian Park as director and long time City fan 
Steve Borley took over as Chairman from Samesh 
Kumar who had resigned within days of the 98/99 
campaign ending. While it was good to have 
someone in charge that, obviously, had the club’s 
best interests at heart, I don’t think anyone was 
under any illusions that Borley’s appointment 
would see a change in the club’s spending power.

This was reflected in manager Frank Burrows 
dealing in the free transfer market that summer 
with probably the most notable new signing being 
Coventry’s Willie Boland who had played over fifty 
matches at Premiership level for the Sky Blues.

Boland couldn’t stop scoring in pre season 
friendlies that year and he was on the mark again 
with a calmly converted penalty as City opened 
their league campaign with a 1-1 draw against 
Millwall. This was a game remembered for what 
was, probably, the last instance of serious crowd 
trouble seen at  a league game at Ninian Park. 

Predictably, it was this that made most of the 
headlines after the game, rather than what hap-
pened on the pitch and, in particular, the interest-
ing and controversial use made of City’s most 
creative player, Jason Fowler.

Fowler was an elegant and usually effective 
midfield player with a level of technical ability far 
above what you normally saw in the lower divi-
sions. He sometimes struggled to impose himself 
on games at that level though because he was not 
best equipped to cope with the physical nature of 
the third and fourth tier – it was a shock therefore 
to see Burrows use him in central defence in that 
Millwall match!

City’s success the previous season had been 
based on a three man central defence in what 
was, essentially, a 3-5-2 formation and Burrows 
wanted to continue with that approach at the 
higher level – therefore Fowler found himself 
being used in a sweeper’s role between Jeff 
Eckhardt and new signing Russell Perrett  in that 
first match.

The drawbacks to using Fowler in such a role 
were pretty obvious to see, but if confirmation 
of this were needed, it came in the form of two 
yellow cards for fouls (one of which gave away the 
penalty which led to Millwall’s goal) being dished 
out by referee Peter Walton to a player who had 
an exemplary disciplinary record when playing in 
his normal position.

It was hard to be critical of Frank Burrows 
though because, for me at least, this was just 
another example of him wanting teams he was 
in charge of to play the game in the right way. 
The good side of this experiment was that it gave 
Fowler more time to use his skill and passing 
ability to launch attacks from deep positions and 
I remember the early weeks of that season most 
for the excellent football we played as we passed 
the ball out from the back.

New Dutch signing Winston Faerber was revel-
ling in the attacking freedom that he was being 
given as a right wing back and he scored when 
City kicked off their away programme with an 
excellent 3-2 win at Oxford United. The following 
Friday, a crowd of 11.000 saw City absolutely bat-
ter Welsh rivals Wrexham only for the visitors to, 
somehow, escape with a 1-1 draw as more signs 
of the biggest single reason for our struggles that 
season emerged.

City had dominated a decent Millwall team and 
a poor Wrexham side in games at Ninian Park and 
only ended up with two points. This failure to win 
home matches dogged the team all season with 
only five out of twenty three seeing us pick up 
three points. Time after time, spells of dominance 
did not produce the goals that they deserved and, 
invariably, opponents would strike back to escape 
with a point or even a win.

Sam Allardyce was left fuming when his high 
flying Notts County outfit became the first team 
to be beaten at Ninian Park in September when a 
challenge by Kevin Nugent left the County keeper 
out for the count and Jeff Eckhardt scored the late 
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goal which clinched a 2-1 win. A few weeks later 
it was Blackpool boss Nigel Worthington who was 
complaining when Nugent’s dubious looking chal-
lenge on the visiting keeper went unpunished and 
the striker bundled the ball in to secure an eighty 
ninth minute equaliser in another 1-1 draw.

Blackpool, who ended up getting relegated, 
were exactly the sort of team that City needed to 
be beating though and, as they headed into No-
vember with just the two wins, it was clear that 
they were in for a season of struggle.

By this time, the Fowler experiment had been 
ditched as the lack of a killer touch up front 
ensured that the problems caused by his inex-
perience in the position were outweighing the 
positive effects of having a gifted footballer at 
the back who could be a springboard for attacks 
in such a deep role. With better finishers in the 
side, the situation might have been different, but 
a brave tactical decision by the manager had not 
worked as much because of problems at the top 
end of the pitch as  any failings on Fowler’s part.

Fowler was back in his midfield role as fortunes 
took a brief turn for the better. Successive wins 
over Chesterfield and then at Colchester were fol-
lowed by an announcement of a possible takeover 
involving David Sullivan’s brother Clive which led 
to hopes that the club may soon have the funding 
to significantly improve the team.

As it was, the 3-0 win over Colchester had 
included two goals on debut for loan signing from 
Sheffield Wednesday Richie Humphries. Hope-

fully, the striker, who 
had been winning Eng-
land Under 21 caps a 
couple of years earlier, 
would be the man who 
would transform City’s 
impressive approach 
play into goals, but it 
didn’t happen – he 
didn’t score again 
in his other eight 
appearances and, 
based on his finish-
ing while with us, 
it’s not surprising 
that he has spent 

the last decade playing at left back for Hartlepool!
Humphreys was not the only new player to ar-

rive at this time as City, reportedly, paid £100,000 
to secure the service of German midfielder/de-
fender Jorn Schwinkendorf. This really was one of 
the most bizarre City transfers – the six foot seven 
Schwinkendorf revealed himself to be quite a tidy 
footballer with the ball at his feet, but absolutely 
useless in the air. He played just the five matches 
for us before departing back to Germany to sign 
for Osnabruck – seemingly, with City making a big 
loss on the deal.

City struggled on with a couple of decent results 
over relegation rivals over Christmas – Reading 
were beaten 1-0 on Boxing Day  at Ninian Park 
and the last match of the old century saw us draw 
0-0 at Cambridge United despite having Craig 
Middleton, Russell Perrett and Lee Phillips sent 
off! However, a 4-0 home thrashing by Champi-
ons elect Preston was no way to celebrate the 
new Millennium and January was to see the end 
of Frank Burrows’ second spell in charge after a 
dismal 3-1 home defeat by Luton.

Assistant manager Billy Ayre took over and, with 
the Sullivan takeover floundering, he was faced 
with a thankless task. One of the first things the 
new boss did was revert to a more traditional 
4-4-2 formation which at least tightened things up 
defensively for a while, but the wins still refused 
to come and, amazingly, we still only had five of 
them as we headed into the last six weeks of the 
season.

Desperate times called for desperate measures 
and a collection amongst supporters went some 
of the way towards signing Cardiff born striker 
Kurt Nogan from Preston. Nogan, who was pro-
claimed as “the fans signing” made his debut in a 
1-0 win at Reading as City extended an unbeaten 
run to four matches and climbed out of the bot-
tom four. A home defeat by eventual runner’s up 
Burnley the following week dumped us back into 
the relegation places, but an excellent 0-0 draw 
at Deepdale in the return match with Preston en-
sured that there was an optimistic feel about the 
place as City went into what was a real six pointer 
against Cambridge United.

In my experience, there comes a time in promo-
tion/play off/relegation seasons where you “just 

know” how things are going to end up (I have only 
been wrong with these feelings once before and 
that was when I “just knew” we were going to 
make the Play off’s after we beat Watford with a 
penalty deep into added time in 2008/09!). Well, 
after the disaster that was Cardiff 0 Cambridge 
United 4, I “just knew” we were going down – it 
was an absolutely devastating result.

To City’s credit, they responded with a 2-1 win 
at Oldham a week later, but the damage had 
been done and three successive defeats after that 
ensued that City’s fate was sealed in their penulti-
mate game at Gillingham where Andy Legg’s early 
goal counted for nothing as City found themselves 
on the wrong end of a 4-1 hiding.

A completely meaningless 1-0 home win over 
Bristol Rovers brought the curtain down on a 
season that had the feel of one which could have 
been so much better if we had someone capable 
of sticking the ball in the net on a regular basis  
to reward the promptings of Fowler and co – the 
biggest criticism of Frank Burrows (and Billy Ayre) 
probably  being that they didn’t  make enough use 
of a very young Robert Earnshaw, who, as a time 
when City were going through a run of eight goals 
scored in fourteen matches found himself shipped 
off to Greenock Morton on a month’s loan!                             

1999/2000 Season Review
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The Fred Keenor Story Part Two

By Dave 
SugarmanCardiff City legend Fred Keenor can justifiably be described as the 

greatest Bluebird of them all. Although he was never considered one 
of the most gifted footballers of his generation, Fred’s fighting spirit, 

his will to win and his inspirational leadership qualities enabled him to 
carve out a remarkable career at the highest levels of the British game.

do so. It was a rather poor game for a final but we do 
not expect these matches to provide the most skilful 
display. So much depends on the result that we get anx-
ious, and I’m sure we all were today. However, I am very 
glad we have won, if only because we are taking the Cup 
to Wales for the first time.”
The national newspaper reports were full of praise for 
the Bluebirds’ defending. The Daily Herald’s correspond-
ent wrote: “The teams were evenly matched and it 
was mainly due to the superiority of their defence that 
Cardiff won the day.” The Daily Express claimed: “Car-
diff’s defence was like a brick wall and they were more 
dangerous going forward.” The Daily Mirror said: “The 
outstanding feature of the contest was Cardiff’s superb 
and heroic defending,” while the Westminster Gazette 
stated: “Cardiff were a safety-first team, but they carried 
out their scheme so thoroughly that the Arsenal never 
looked like scoring.” 
City followed up their Wembley triumph by claiming the 
Charity Shield in October 1927 with a 2-1 victory over 
leading amateur side Corinthians at Stamford Bridge. 
The team’s league form improved during the 1927/28 
campaign and they finished in a creditable sixth posi-
tion, but their FA Cup defence ended in the fifth round 
when they were beaten by Second Division outfit Not-
tingham Forest.
Fred’s list of honours increased further in 1928 as 

The tough-tackling defender spent the best part of two 
decades at Ninian Park, during which time his name 
became synonymous with both Cardiff City Football Club 
and the Welsh national side. In April 1927, the Bluebirds 
became the first and so far only team to take the FA 
Cup out of England thanks to a 1-0 victory over Arsenal 
at Wembley Stadium. Images of Cardiff captain Keenor 
proudly cradling the coveted trophy after that famous 
triumph have proved some of the most enduring in the 
history of Welsh sport. 
As the campaign for a statue to commemorate the 
great man and his achievements gathers momentum, 
I thought it would be a good time to reflect upon the 
playing career of one of Welsh football’s most iconic 
figures. In the second part of Fred’s story, I’ll recall the 
Bluebirds’ historic FA Cup final win. I’ll also describe the 
club’s subsequent decline, Fred’s heroics as captain of 
the Welsh national side and the final years of his career 
following his release by Cardiff.
After their narrow FA Cup final defeat, Cardiff City sur-
prisingly struggled for much of the 1925/26 campaign 
and suffered a number of heavy losses, including a 6-3 
reverse at Blackburn, a 5-0 hammering at Arsenal and a 
disastrous 11-2 walloping at Sheffield United – a defeat 
which ranks as the worst in the club’s history. Never-
theless, they managed to steer clear of the relegation 
places and eventually finished sixteenth.
Fred Keenor succeeded Jimmy Blair as team captain 
before the start of the 1926/27 season but the Bluebirds 
continued to struggle and were hovering just above the 
relegation zone when he was dropped from the starting 
line-up following a 5-0 defeat at Newcastle on Christmas 
Day. He responded by submitting a transfer request, 
which was accepted by the board in mid-January. For a 
while it looked like Fred’s Cardiff career was over, but he 
won back his place in the side in early-February and was 
taken off the transfer list shortly afterwards as the club’s 
fortunes began to improve.
The upturn in the team’s league form coincided with the 
start of another outstanding FA Cup campaign which 
culminated in a second trip to Wembley. 

After overcoming Aston Villa in the first round, the 
Bluebirds beat Darlington, Bolton and Chelsea before 
meeting Second Division side Reading in the semi-
finals at Molineux. The men from Elm Park had de-
feated Swansea in the quarter-finals, but their hopes 
of a Welsh double were crushed as City strolled to a 
3-0 victory. Prolific centre-forward Hughie Ferguson 
(2) and half-back Harry Wake were the goal scorers. 
In the other semi-final at Stamford Bridge, Arsenal 
beat Southampton 2-1 with goals from English inter-
nationals Joe Hulme and Charlie Buchan. As was the 
case in 1925, many thousands of Cardiff supporters 
travelled to London on the day of the Cup final, but 
this time their team enjoyed better luck. The Gun-
ners were level on points with the Bluebirds in the First 
Division table, so the game promised to be a tight affair, 
and so it proved. Arsenal claimed the majority of the 
possession, but with Fred, Jimmy Nelson and Billy Hardy 
in superb form, City’s defence stood firm.
The decisive moment of a largely uninspiring encounter 
occurred in the 74th minute. Scottish winger George 
McLachlan switched the ball inside to his fellow country-
man Hughie Ferguson, who attempted an innocuous-
looking right-footed shot from the edge of the area. 
Arsenal keeper Dan Lewis appeared to have it covered, 
but with Len Davies bearing down on him, the ball 
squirmed from his grasp and trickled over the line. It 
was a bizarre goal and a personal disaster for Rhondda-
born Lewis, who had made his international debut for 
Wales just two months earlier.
Despite a renewed effort after Ferguson’s strike, the 
Gunners failed to find a way past the City rearguard as 
Keenor and Co hung on for a famous victory. A multi-
tude of ecstatic Welshmen flooded onto the pitch at the 
final whistle to watch Fred climb the Wembley steps and 
collect the trophy from King George V. The Bluebirds 
had become the first team to take the FA Cup out of 
England, and ironically they had done so on April 23rd - 
St George’s Day. 
After the presentation, Fred reflected on his side’s suc-
cess and told the press: “I think we were very lucky to 
win because, to be candid, I think Arsenal deserved to 
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he captained Wales to another Home 
International Championship title. He 
guided the side to victories over England 
and Northern Ireland after a draw against 
Scotland in the opening fixture.
The Bluebirds began the 1928/29 season 
brightly, but they started to struggle 
when several key players suffered long-
term injuries. By the midway stage of 
the campaign, the team was deeply en-
trenched in a relegation battle and they 
eventually finished rock bottom of the 
table. Curiously, they had conceded fewer 
goals than any other side in the division, 
but their dismal scoring record resulted 
in the end of the club’s eight-year stay in 
the top flight.
Following a mediocre season in 1929/30, 
when they finished eighth in the Second 
Division, City endured a nightmare 
campaign in 1930/31. By that time, a 
number of the senior players had reached 
the veteran stage of their careers and they 
were unable to reproduce anything like their best form. 
The team was in trouble from the moment the season 
began and they were relegated long before it ended 
thanks mainly to a dreadful run that saw them manage 
just one win in their last seventeen matches.
Fred made his final appearance for the Bluebirds in 
April 1931 during a 0-0 draw with Tottenham Hotspur at 
Ninian Park. With the side already doomed to relegation 
to the Third Division South, the game was watched by 
just 6,666 spectators. It was a sad end to a magnificent 
Cardiff City career, during which Fred had played an 
amazing total of 505 matches in all competitions and 
scored 22 goals.
Although the 1930/31 season was a disaster at club 
level, Fred did enjoy one moment of glory when he led 
the Welsh national side to the most improbable result 
in its 134-year history. Throughout the Twenties and 
early-Thirties, the majority of Home International Cham-
pionship matches were played on Saturday afternoons, 
which meant they clashed with the Football League pro-
gramme. At that stage, clubs were under no obligation 
to release players for internationals unless they were 
called upon to do so by their own national associations. 
Consequently, English sides often refused to let their 
Irish, Scottish and Welsh stars play for their countries on 
the same days as League fixtures.
In October 1930, Wales failed to raise a team of profes-

sionals for their match against 
Scotland in Glasgow. The Scot-
tish side was virtually at full 
strength, but the Welsh line-up 
included several inexperienced 
amateurs from non-league 
clubs such as Colwyn Bay, 
Llanelli, Nunhead and the 
Cardiff Corinthians. The press 
dubbed the team ‘Keenor and 
the Unknowns,’ while book-
makers offered odds against 
them with a five-goal head 
start. One newspaper column-
ist predicted the Scots would 
declare when they reached 
double figures, but the game 
didn’t turn out as the pundits 
expected.
Wrexham striker Tommy 
Bamford stunned the Ibrox 
crowd when he blasted Wales 
into a sixth-minute lead. 

Hearts forward Barney Battles equalised shortly before 
half-time, but from that point onwards Scotland found 
it impossible to break down the visitors’ rearguard. City 
reserve keeper Len Evans produced a string of breath-
taking saves and the rest of the Welsh team defended 
magnificently as they fought their way to the unlikeliest 
of draws. The Western Mail claimed the side’s perform-
ance was “the pluckiest in the history of international 
football,” while thirty six year-old Fred was described as 
“a great and heroic captain whose hard tackling inspired 
his team-mates, and who kept the forwards supplied 
with the right kind of passes.”
Following his release by Cardiff in May 1931, Fred was 
signed by Crewe Alexandra in time for the start of their 
1931/32 Third Division North campaign. His capture was 
viewed as a major coup for the Gresty Road club and a 
crowd of 8,127 turned out to watch his debut against 
Wrexham, which was a remarkable figure considering 
it was more than double Crewe’s average gate for the 
previous season. He captained the Railwaymen to a 
3-0 victory over the Robins and went on to make 124 
appearances in all competitions during three years with 
the Cheshire side.
The veteran defender collected the last of his 32 Welsh 
caps when he was called up to face Scotland at Tyne-
castle in October 1932, and he performed admirably as 
Wales triumphed 5-2 despite playing for eighty minutes 
with ten men after an injury to winger Charlie Phillips. 
Surprisingly, it was only the second time Wales had won 
in Scotland, the first occasion having been in 1906.

Fred played the 485th and final Football League match 
of his career in May 1934. Tranmere Rovers were 
Crewe’s opponents on that occasion and he scored one 
of the Alex goals in a 3-1 victory witnessed by a crowd 
of just 1,742. After leaving Gresty Road, Fred spent the 
1934/35 season as player-manager at Oswestry Town, 
who were competing in the Birmingham & District 
League alongside clubs such as Hereford, Shrewsbury 
and Kidderminster. He then spent a year with Southern 
League side Tunbridge Wells Rangers in the same capac-
ity before finally retiring from the game in May 1936 at 
the age of forty one. 
Unfortunately, Fred became seriously ill in August 
1937. He’d been suffering from diabetes for several 
years, although in typical Keenor fashion he had kept 
his condition a secret from his family until he collapsed 
at his home in Kent and was rushed into hospital, 
where he remained 
unconscious for five 
days. A benevolent 
fund was set up by the 
Football Association of 
Wales to assist Fred’s 
dependents while 
he recovered and 
many of his friends 
from his playing days 
contributed. Happily, 
after a lengthy stay in 
hospital, he was able 
to regain his strength 
and resume a normal 
working life.
Fred returned to his 
native city in 1958 and 
worked for several 
years as a storeman 
with the Cardiff Cor-
poration’s building department. He was an occasional 
and hugely popular visitor to Ninian Park until his death 
in a residential home at the age of seventy eight in 
November 1972. 
The legendary Fred Keenor was undoubtedly one of the 
greatest servants that both Cardiff City and the Welsh 
national team have ever had. Not only was he a tremen-
dous sportsman, but he was also a fine ambassador for 
his city and his country. It’s been more than seventy four 
years since Fred hung up his football boots, but while 
many of his achievements are still talked about, they 
have yet to be properly commemorated. Hopefully, that 
situation will soon be resolved and he will be rightfully 
honoured by the people of South Wales with a memo-
rial that is long overdue.

The Fred Keenor Story: Part Two

Read more from Dave Sugarman in his blog: 
The Lone Gunman - Shooting From The Lip 
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The Trust is a democratic, 
not-for-profit group of 
Cardiff City supporters, 

committed to giving City fans 
a voice in the decision-making 
process of the Club, and to 
strengthening the links between 
Cardiff City and the community it 
serves.

If you’re a Cardiff City fan, 
joining the Trust is a great way to 
express your commitment to the 
Bluebirds.

The Trust is run entirely by 
volunteers and is led by a board 

of directors, elected by their 
fellow members. Every adult 
member has an equal share in the 
Trust (and a share in Cardiff City 
through the Trust’s shareholding 
in the Club), they all have a vote, 
and they all have a voice.

Although it’s a fans’ group, the 
Trust, as a legally constituted 
Society governed by law, is more 
than just another supporters’ 
club. It’s a campaigning 
organisation which seeks to 
represent the views of Cardiff City 
fans to the owners and executives 

at the Club.
Whilst always wanting to 

work with the club, we are 
independent of it, giving us the 
right to criticise and question 
when necessary.

Owners, directors, shareholders, 
players and managers come and 
go but the Trust is a reminder 
to the Club that the main 
stakeholders in Cardiff City are 
the fans.

• Maintains a regular dialogue with the Club 
on behalf of supporters

• Encourages the Club to take account of its 
supporters and the community it serves, in 
its decision-making

• Strengthens the bond between Cardiff City, 
its supporters and the local community

• Maintains a significant shareholding in 
Cardiff City on behalf of our members

• Presents a positive image for Cardiff City, 
helping to overturn negative attitudes and 
prejudice towards the Club

• Maintains a contingency fund for further 
CCFC share purchases or to help the Club in 
troubled times

• Uses members’ money to benefit members, 
the community and other appropriate good 
causes

• Ultimately, our aim is to achieve supporter 
representation on the board of Cardiff City

The Trust gives City Fans a voice. 
The more members we have, the louder our voice and the greater our influence. Please join us.

What is the Cardiff City Supporters’ Trust?

What does the Trust do?
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

ADULT £12 a Year—Under16s Free*
• Unique CCST enamel badge and membership card
• Share in the ownership of Cardiff City and the Trust itself
• Forward questions and issues to the Trust and they ask 

the Club on your behalf
• Regular emails with Trust news 
• Regular copies of this magazine
• Get actively involved in the work of the Trust if you want 

to 
• Invites to exclusive member events
• Vote in the Trust Board election (over 16) and stand for 

election yourself (over 18) if you want to

Pay by Standing Order from your Bank or Building Society. 

You can download membership application forms and Standing 
Order forms from the Trust’s web-site at www.ccfctrust.org

You can also join the Trust online with a one-off yearly payment us-
ing your credit/debit card via Paypal at www.ccfctrust.org

If you want to pay your annual fee by cheque, make it payable to 
CCST and send it with your completed application form to CCST, PO 
Box 4254, CARDIFF CF14 8FD 

For more information visit  

www.ccfctrust.org 

or email help@ccfctrust.org  

Join the Trust

At the Trust annual meeting in May 
the following aims were agreed by 
members for the year:

1
Concentrate on one 
project (e.g. Memorial 
Garden) 

2
Engage more with 
membership and drive up 
numbers 

3 Build on contacts with and 
learn from other Trusts   

4 Have a home for the Trust 
at the stadium 

5
Strengthen links with local 
communities - attend 
festivals and links with 
charities (e.g. Ty Hafan) 

6 Get the Keenor statue 
started

6 Aims of the Trust£12
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There is one enduring joy about report-
ing the trials and tribulations of Welsh 
football – you never know what’s 

around the corner.
Think back 12 months. Hands up anyone who 

predicted Malky Mackay would be Cardiff City 
manager; Swansea City would be in the Premier 
League; and Wales would be below the Faroe Isles 
in the world rankings?  Anyone? Thought not!

Well, I suppose given the inexorable recent 
decline in the fortunes of the national team, the 
lowly FIFA ranking is not such a surprise.

Then again I remember when Wales played the 
Faroe Isles in 1993. The toughest element of the 
trip was actually landing the team flight in the 
place. The pilot pulled out of the first attempt; 
went to Bergen in Norway for an unscheduled fuel 
stop; and then gave it another go – mountains 
perilously close to each wing as we got there.

I was on the South Wales Echo at the time. I 
remember filing a ‘’Flight from hell,’’ story. But at 
least Wales won 3-0 and I got to eat puffin for the 
first time. (Very nice with Waldorf salad, in case 
you’re wondering).

The point is, we in the Welsh media cannot com-
plain about life being boring and predictable.

It comes to something when the BBC Wales 
team covering football, come to regard a trip to 
Wembley as a regular occurrence. Four visits in 
four seasons is some going – with a Wales game 
to come in September.

Mind you, the last visit rather underlined the 
starkly contrasting fortunes of Cardiff City and 
Swansea City in the past few months.

A couple of hours before the Swans famously 

became the first Welsh team to make the Pre-
miership with a memorable play-off final win at 
Wembley – Dave Jones’ reign came to an end at 
Cardiff City. 

I know some felt the timing of the Jones an-
nouncement was either a devious Bluebirds ploy 
to take the shine off their neighbour’s big day  
or even a Downing Street style plot to bury bad 
news. 

I suspect neither theory is true. But undoubt-
edly both events made a mockery of those who 
believe sports reporters in the Welsh media take 
the summer off.  As a result of both events, I’ve 
rarely had such a busy close season!

And, there’s a wider point to consider here. It’s 
clear Welsh club football can hardly ever have had 
it so good when one team is in the 
top flight and the other deems failure 
as not getting through the Champion-
ship play-offs!

That judgement is made even 
without considering the fact both 
leading Welsh clubs have stadiums 
fit for the Premiership. 

Added to which even Newport 
County are on the up again after 
extinction not so long ago, while 
all Welsh football fans must hope 
Wrexham come through their cur-
rent difficulties.

And for those Cardiff City Supporters Trust 
devotees who find it hard to stomach Swansea 
in the Premiership – just remember one major 
factor.

The Liberty Stadium club have survived 
their dark financial times to a large extent 

through the efforts of the Swansea City Support-
ers Trust. A huge recommendation for fans to be 
involved at the heart of football clubs.

As I said at the beginning, you just never know 
what’s going to happen in Welsh football.

Any latter day Mystic Meg  brave enough to pre-
dict events in the next 12 months will probably be 
smashing their crystal ball in frustration in a year’s 
time. Welsh football’s just not like that. 

It’s by no means an exact science, although 
there is one certainty. Just like a flight to the 
Faroes – it’s never dull. 

BBC Wales Sport’s Rob Phillips on  
the highs and lows of Welsh football...

From the Commentator’s Box
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Where do you live? 
Cardiff

Which stand do you sit in? 
My wife, Carole and I have season tickets in  the 
Ninian Stand having “crossed over” from NP’s 
Grandstand when CCS opened. 

Which year did you start supporting Cardiff 
City and what game did you see?
I was seven years of age when I first saw the City 
play – on 15th February 1958 against Blackburn 
Rovers in the 5th round of the FA Cup. I remem-
ber it was a goalless draw and being mesmerized 
by Colin “Rock” Hudson’s pace on the left wing 
but that’s about all I can recall of the game. The 
record books show that the crowd was in excess 
of 45,000 and that Hudson should have scored! 
Some years later I was able to buy a copy of the 
match programme from the Cardiff City Support-
ers’ Club shop and playing for Blackburn that day 
were some very talented internationals namely 
Roy Vernon of Wales, Ronnie Clayton and Bryan 
Douglas of England and Ally McLeod who later 
managed the Scotland team – not forgetting our 
own Colin Baker who played for Wales in the 1958 
World Cup final stages in Sweden.

What is your most memorable match and 
why?
All Cardiff City fans, especially our most recent 
recruits, will know of the heartache involved in 
supporting the team. Nonetheless there have 
been many joyous moments and for me top of the 
list is the night we beat Real Madrid 1-0 in March 
1971. I was still living in Aberystwyth on 10 March 
1971 and the prospect of once again making the 
trip to Cardiff just two weeks later to start work 
was made much easier re-living in my head Nigel 
Rees’ cross and the mighty Brian Clark hanging 
in the air before heading that memorable goal. 
A close second for favourite games is the victory 
over QPR in the League 1 play-off final in 2003 
because that game saw us back in the second 
tier since when we have become an established 
Championship outfit (though hopefully for only 
one more season). One could easily choose the FA 
Cup win over Leeds Utd in January 2001 with the 
opposition sitting on top of the premiership at the 
time but the after-match scenes rather detracted 
from the joy of a terrific victory.

Who is your favourite player/s and why?
Picking out a favourite player is extremely difficult 
but after much thought I opt for Don Murray, a 
determined centre back over such an extended 
period. I confess that my admiration for him was 
enhanced by his humility and obvious pride at 
having played for the Bluebirds which he made 
clear when appearing with Gary Bell, Leighton 
Phillips, Bobby Woodruff and Steve Derrett at a 
wonderful “Real Madrid” evening organised by 
the Supporters’ Trust at the Duke of Clarence in 
June 2011. 

What is your favourite goal?
So far as memorable goals are concerned if 

someone mentioned John Buchanan I suspect 
most would choose his long distance, injury-time, 
thunderbolt of an equaliser against Swansea in 
December 1980. However I choose another of 
Buchanan’s late goals, against Wrexham in the 4th 
round of the FA Cup in 1977. It was a pulsating 
cup tie and it looked as if City had thrown away 
a commanding two goal lead when Wrexham 
equalised at the end of normal time. But straight 
from the re-start an excellent team goal saw 
Steve Grapes jinking down the wing to reach the 
bye-line, draw back to Buchanan who side-footed 
(rather than his trade mark blast) into the net in 
front of an ecstatic Grange End.

What key memories of Ninian Park stand 
out for you?
I have mentioned some of my favourite moments 
at Ninian Park but another key (though not a 
favourite) memory is the 1st round FA Cup tie 
against non-league Hayes in November 1990. Hav-
ing driven from South Ruislip it was the first time 
I took my, then 12 year old, daughter to Ninian 
Park and I’m not sure she’s forgiven me. On a bit-
terly cold afternoon in front of 1,844 - the lowest 
crowd at Ninian Park for an FA Cup match, the 
City could only draw 0-0 in a match refereed by 
Vic Callow the equivalent of today’s Premiership 
referees. Goodness knows what he thought of the 
experience. The drawn game meant only a short 
journey to Brentford’s ground for the replay but 
the City were even worse and lost 0-1.  >>>

We chat with Trust member Creighton Harries 
about his time supportinng the Bluebirds...

Member Q & A
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Do you follow the City away? If so, 
what game sticks out in your memory 
most?
Since 1986 I have probably seen City away 
games, on average, about half a dozen 
times each season. The most memorable 
away game for me was beating Swansea 
1-0 in an old Division 3 game on Boxing Day 
1989 in a game which kicked off very early 
(11.30am I think). Leigh Barnard scored in 
the first minute or so and thereafter for 89 
minutes it was like a siege mentality. Alan 
Lewis was playing in only his 2nd game for 
the club alongside Jason Perry and they and 
their colleagues were brilliant in repelling 
attack after attack. It was the first time 
I witnessed Andy Legg’s incredible long 
throw-ins though of course he played for 
the opposition that day.  

Which team is your least favourite op-
ponent and why? 
It would be easy to say that Swansea are 
my least favourite opposition but that laurel 
rests with Ipswich because I have never 
seen Cardiff beat Ipswich and they, together 
with the post-match fireworks display, ru-
ined our farewell to Ninian Park. Personally 
I am pleased that NP has been left behind 
because CCS is an excellent stadium. Here’s 
hoping for promotion under Malkie.

Why did you join the Trust and what 
do you want the Trust to achieve on 
behalf of fans?
I joined the Cardiff City Supporters’ Trust 
because at the time of its inception the 
football club was not in a good posi-
tion financially. I liked the fact that those 
involved with the Trust made clear that the 
Trust would be run democratically, would 
strive to provide City fans with a voice at 
the club and would seek to strengthen links 
between the football club and the commu-
nity. I believe the Trust is succeeding with 
those aims and ultimately I hope the Trust 
will be allowed representation at Board 
level at CCFC. 

Trust Member Q & A
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